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the engravings used in this book. 


Foreword 


THIS COMPILATION of facts, covering the history of Cleveland 
Lodge No. 211 A. F. & A. M. from the date of its institution in 
1856 up to 1956, is an effort to preserve some of the important 
events of the past, that the present and future generations may 
review the work of the founders of this Lodge and their succes- 
sors. A Lodge that has endured the hardships and trials of a Civil 
War, the great fire of 1871 and two World Wars, with eras of 
both prosperity and depression in between, has had more hap- 
penings than we can narrate in these pages. 

To compile the facts herein set forth and arrange them in 
chronological order, it was necessary to study and condense ma- 
terial from the Historical Register, published in 1911 and care- 
fully study the minutes and records of Cleveland Lodge from 
that date to the present. Other information has been gleaned 
from Past Masters and older members. Many items of some 
importance may have been regretably overlooked or uncovered 
too late for inclusion. 

As we follow in the footsteps of our predecessors we have been 
enriched by their unselfish example and must necessarily obtain 
a broader meaning of Masonry and our duty to each other. Pass- 
ing as we are through trying days, when doubt and insincerity 
seem to have the limelight, we as Masons must renew our re- 
solves and hold fast to the profession of our faith. Thus and 
thus only can we hope to give Masonry the proper atmosphere 
in which it can live successfully and impress upon the world at 
large its real meaning. 

RicHarp H. Anperson, Worshipful Master 
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History of Masonry 


in Illinois and Chicago 


To TRACE the early history of Masonry in Illinois is difficult, 
there being few available recordings. During the early 1800's, 
settlers flocked into the Illinois farm lands and towns, among 
whom were many Masons from the Eastern states. Having the 
desire for Masonic fellowship, they met informally in small 
eroups and some lodges were formed and constituted under 
various Grand Lodges of other states. The first “Sprig of Acacia” 
in Illinois was a lodge formed at Kaskaskia under dispensation 
from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania on September 24, 1805, 
and was named Western Star Lodge. The number of lodges in- 
creased in Central Illinois and at a convention held at Vandalia 
on December 9, 1822, a Grand Lodge of Illinois was instituted. 
Several lodges withdrew from the various Grand Lodges by 
whom they were constituted and paid tribute to the Grand 
Lodge of Ilinois. Its existence was short, being discontinued in 
about 1828. 

This was a difficult period for Masonry. History records that 
during this era, “fiery trial, unjust opprobrium and bigoted an- 
tagonism” were heaped upon Masons. Illinois Masons disbanded 
their organizations and apparently bowed their heads before the 
tornado of blind passion and fury that swept over the country 
and waited until the light of reason returned. Western Star 
Lodge was the last to surrender its existence. There is little rec- 
ord of Masons during the years 1828 to 1835. It is supposed that 
they ‘lived and moved and had a being” but their existence was 
overt and unattended by publicity. 


In 1835, Masons again commenced to unite and the fraternity 
cathered momentum with each succeeding year. The light then 
kindled has burned with a steady lambent increasing flame. 
Lodges in the early days bore numbers from the Grand Lodges 
from which they received their charters. On April 6, 1840 the 
Grand Lodge of Masons of Illinois was formed at an assembly at 
Jacksonville, having a constituency of six lodges and 127 mem- 
bers. In 1841, Stephen A. Douglas, Junior Warden of Springfield 
Lodge No. 4 was elected Grand Orator. In October 1841, a char- 
ter was voted to a Chicago Lodge, subject to compliance with 
the by-laws of the Grand Lodge, but no record is made of a 
charter being issued, evidently through failure to comply with 
such by-laws. 

On October 2, 1843, a charter was granted to Lafayette Lodge 
No. 18, the dispensation having been granted on October 2, 
1842. Among the officers of Lafayette Lodge was Brother Isaac 
P. Hatfield, who later served as Tyler of Cleveland Lodge from 
1857 through 1866. He also served in a similiar capacity for 
Oriental Lodge No. 33 during this period and demitted to Cleve- 
land Lodge in 1875. As the membership of Lafayette Lodge grew 
beyond the number recommended by its constitution and by the 
Grand Lodge, two new lodges were chartered in 1855. ‘These 
were Apollo Lodge No. 32 and Oriental Lodge No. 33. In 1848 
these two lodges consolidated and the charter of Apollo Lodge 
No. 32 was directed to be returned to the Grand Secretary. 
Brother Reuben Tayler was a charter member of Oriental 
Lodge No. 33 and later a charter member of Cleveland Lodge 
NOH au 

On October 2, 1854, Garden City Lodge No. 41 was chartered. 
Then there followed Waubansia Lodge No. 160 on October 3, 
1855 and Germania Lodge No. 182 on October 5, 1855. Ger- 
mania was the first lodge granted permission to work in a foreign 
language (German). William B. Warren Lodge No. 209 and 
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Cleveland Lodge No. 211 were chartered on October 7, 1856. 

In 1857, the Grand Lodge had 239 chartered lodges and 54 
working under dispensation. 

In the early 1860’s an organization known as The Conserva- 
tors Association was being developed without Grand Lodge sanc- 
tion, whose purpose was to constitute a Quasi-Board of Conserv- 
ators by legislative enactment to be composed of certain Past 
Grand Masters. They thus sought to gain control of the Grand 
Lodge and introduce and practice a new ritual. This attempt to 
appropriate authority was successfully resisted by the lodges of 
the State and anyone belonging to the association was refused 
Masonic recognition. In 1863 the Grand Lodge issued an edict 
directing that all mnemonics, ciphers, notes, keys, characters and 
excepta be destroyed and that the unwritten work be perpet- 
uated. All officers of a lodge, before installation, were required 
to renounce all connection with the Conservators Association, 
its teachings, objects and designs. ‘I'wenty-two Grand Lecturers 
were appointed to visit all lodges and instruct those not thor- 
oughly familiar with the work. Brother Frank G. Green of Cleve- 
land Lodge No. 211 was one of the brethren so appointed. 

During the years following the formation of Cleveland Lodge, 
Masonry flourished, many other lodges were constituted and 
membership grew rapidly. In 1864, Lafayette Lodge No. 18, Chi- 
cago’s first lodge surrendered its charter and its members formed 
Chicago Lodge No. 437, and H. W. Bigelow Lodge No. 438. A 
report by the Grand Master in 1864 shows that there were about 
fifteen thousand Master Masons and about four hundred lodges 
in the state. In 1878 there were 36 lodges in Chicago. Cleveland 
Lodge No. 211 then had the largest membership with 402 mem- 
bers. In 1885 Chicago lodges had a total membership of 6392, 
Cleveland Lodge ranking second to Covenant Lodge No. 526. As 
of June 1955, there were 972 lodges in Illinois, 217 in Chicago, 
with a total membership of 250,919. 


Formation of 


Cleveland Lodge No. 211, a.r. & A.M. 


ON THE EVENING of Wednesday, January 16, 1856, in response to 
a call signed by seven Master Masons, there appeared at the office 
of Brother Lucien P. Cheney, M. D., 79 Lake St., the following 
named brethren: Reuben Cleveland, Josiah H. Bross, John K. 
Russell, Caleb D. Fittz, Edwin A. Webber, Charles A. Case, 
Jacob B. Stansell, Edwin Hamilton, Wiley M. Egan, Lucien P. 
Cheney, Joseph P. Ross, Samuel I. Russell, Reuben Tayler and 
Albert C. Ellithorpe. On motion, Brother Reuben Cleveland 
was called to the chair and Brother Edwin A. Webber appointed 
Secretary. 

‘The Chairman explained that the object for which they had 
been called together was to take into consideration the feasibility 
of establishing a new Lodge in the West Division of Chicago, 
some of the brethren residing so far out on that side of the city 
that it was exceedingly inconvenient for them to attend Lodges 
holding their meetings in the South Division, no street railways 
or omnibus lines being then in existence. It was at once resolved 
to take the proper steps to form such a Lodge and the sum of one 
hundred and forty dollars was subscribed toward defraying ex- 
penses. Brothers Cleveland, Haywood and Webber were ap- 
pointed a committee to procure a suitable hall for holding the 
meetings. 

On Saturday evening, January 19, they again assembled and 
Brothers Edwin A. Webber, Josiah H. Bross and John K. Russell 
were appointed a committee to obtain signatures to a petition 
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for a Dispensation, which it was resolved to apply for forthwith. 

On motion, it was resolved to cast a ballot for the name of the 
new Lodge. The name “Cleveland” having received the highest 
number of all the votes cast, it was declared unanimously that 
the new Lodge should bear that name. 

The following brethren were nominated for officers under 
Dispensation: Reuben Cleveland, W. M.; Josiah H. Bross, S. W.; 
John K. Russell, J. W.; Caleb D. Fittz, Treas.; Edwin A. Web- 
ber, oec.; Chas. A» Case, S..D:; Jacob B- Stansell]. D. 

A committee was appointed to prepare suitable By-Laws for 
the government of the Lodge, and after due consideration they 
reported that the By-Laws of Garden City Lodge, No. 141, A. F. 
& A. M. suitably changed, be adopted for the rule and govern- 
ment of the new Lodge. The first three officers were appointed 
a committee to secure the consent of Lafayette Lodge No. 18 
(mow extinct) A. F. & A. M,, to the establishment of this Lodge, 
to meet on the first and third Thursday of each month. ‘The con- 
sent being cheerfully given, the brethren proceeded with their 
accustomed energy, in the work of organization. 

On Thursday evening, January 24, 1856, at a meeting of Mas- 
ter Masons called in ““Temperance Hall,” corner of West Ran- 
dolph and Clinton streets, Worshipful Brother John H. Dart, 
Master of Waubansia Lodge, called the meeting to order and 
read a Dispensation from Most Worshipful Brother William B. 
Herrick, Grand Master of Masons of the State of Illinois, author- 
izing the formation and opening of a new Lodge, to be called 
“Cleveland Lodge” and appointing the officers before named, 
while working under Dispensation. 

Alvin Salisbury, Street Commissioner, appears to have been 
the first petitioner for the degrees and upon ‘Thursday evening, 
February 14th, 1856, he was initiated, this being the first work 
of the new Lodge. 

On May 25th, 1856, Worshipful Brother T. ‘T. Gurney, then 
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a Past Master of Sacketts Harbor Lodge, No. 135, of New York 
made his first visit to Cleveland Lodge, he afterwards becoming 
Master, and later Most Worshipful Grand Master of the State. 

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, held in 
Springfield, October 3, 1856, a Charter was granted to Cleveland 
Lodge, No. 211, A. F. & A. M. On Wednesday evening, Octo- 
ber 22, 1856, a Special Communication was held in ‘““Masonic 
Hall,’ corner Clinton and West Randolph streets, for the pur- 
pose of constituting Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, A. F.& A. M., and 
installing its officers. The ceremonies were conducted by Past 
Grand Master William B. Herrick, Acting for the Grand Master. 

The following were the first officers under the Charter: Reu- 
ben Cleveland, W. M.; Watts T. Miller, S. W.; Wiley M. Egan, 
eV cebleniysGurtismiireasaalira Goddard, Sec.; Delaskie Miller, 
S: D,; Charles:S; Crane,*]: D:; Isaac P.stHlatheld)Miiyier 


Charter Members 


REUBEN CLEVELAND EDWIN HAMILTON 
JostaH H. Bross WILEY M. EGAN 

JouN K. RussELL JAMEs P. Ross 

CALEB D. FITTz SAMUEL I. RUSSELL 
EDWIN A. WEBBER REUBEN ‘[AYLER 
CHARLES A. CASE ALBERT C. ELLITHORPE 
Jacos B. STANSELL A. P. HAywoop 


Historical Data 


DROME VYSYEARS 


One of the first orders given by the new Master of the new 
Lodge, was a bar against use of intoxicants or the admission of 
any person intoxicated. 

In those days the Lodge had a Grievance Committee to which 
were referred all grievances between brethren and charges pre- 
ferred against brothers. The method of dealing with brethren 
who failed to pay their dues was decidedly different in the early 
days from what it 1s now. First, a summons was issued, citing the 
delinquent brother to appear before the Lodge on a certain day. 
If he failed to put in an appearance and either pay his dues or 
offer a reasonable excuse for not being able to do so, charges 
were preferred against him by the Junior Warden and the delin- 
quent brother was tried for unmasonic conduct. 

The old records show that what was known as a “Black Book” 
was maintained in each lodge and in this book were entered the 
names of all brethren who were suspended or expelled from the 
fraternity in the Jurisdiction. The various lodges reported to 
each other whenever a brother was suspended or expelled. 

On Aug. 20, 1857, the first Masonic trial was held in the 
Lodge. 

Another item of interest gleaned from the old records is that 
when a stranger presented himself for examination, it was noted 
on the Lodge records and spread upon the minutes. ‘These min- 
utes show that seventy-five per cent of all those who presented 
themselves, claiming to be Master Masons, were turned away 
because they were unable to satisfy the officers of the Lodge that 
they were in fact, Master Masons. 


The records of these times show that many who applied for 
admission were denied after examination as not being qualified 
and that many impostors circulated, preying upon members of 
the fraternity, mention of the same being made many times in 
the minutes and also in communications from the Grand Lodge. 

The methods of conducting lodge business in the early days 
were decidedly different from the methods in vogue today. In 
those days candidates were voted upon for each degree. It was 
customary that the full report of a committee on a petition be 
spread on the minutes of the Lodge. When a candidate had been 
elected in the regular manner and had received the Entered 
Apprentice Degree, he was brought in at the proper time and 
examined as to his proficiency in that degree. The Lodge then 
resumed on the Third Degree, when ballot was had again, and 
the candidate had to run the gauntlet the second time in order 
to be eligible to the Fellow Craft Degree, and a third time to be- 
come a Master Mason. 

It appears to have been customary to confer Masonic degrees 
upon clergymen, provided they were found worthy, without 
any charge being made. The Secretary was instructed to draw an 
order on the Treasurer for the amount of the initiation fee, the 
degrees being paid for with the proceeds. This custom has been 
entirely abolished by order of the Grand Master, 

That the membership of the Lodge was composed of good 
material is evidenced by the record of the special meeting of 
June 11, 1857, where the minutes show there were present 
among others, Wiley M. Egan, Martin Ryerson, Richard T. 
Crane, and Charles S. Crane, names which have been associated 
with the growth and upbuilding of Chicago, and are familiar to 
all. 

The financial difficulties that our brethren had to contend 
with during the days of the Civil War is forcibly set forth by a 
report of the standing committee of the Lodge, spread upon the 
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minutes under the date of July 18, 1861. They submitted a re- 
port stating that they had received $83.00 in Illinois funds which 
they had converted into gold, realizing $47.00, the Lodge 
thereby sustaining a loss of $35.00. An order was then drawn for 
the amount of the loss. Notwithstanding this shrinkage of nearly 
one hundred percent in their cash assets, a resolution was passed 
by the Lodge on the same evening to pay a salary of fifty dollars 
per quarter to the Secretary for services rendered. 

Owing to the fact that gold was the only medium of exchange 
that had any permanent value in those days, a resolution was 
passed holding the Treasurer faultless for any depreciation in 
any funds or securities that might be in his possession for which 
he had given receipt. In these early years the ‘Treasurer was al- 
lowed to loan the funds of the Lodge, when it had any, “on call 
at the best rates going.” If the Lodge was without cash to carry 
on its business, script was issued. Various members of the Lodge 
advanced money on this script, which was later redeemed by the 
Lodge. 

The Lodge participated in the laying of the cornerstone of 
the “Chicago University” on the 4th of July, 1857, at “Cottage 
Grove.” 

The first action taken by Cleveland Lodge toward co-operat- 
ing with the Masonic Board of Rehef was taken on February 21, 
1861, at which time a committee was appointed to investigate 
the expediency of joining in this movement. On July 4th, 1861, 
Brother Geo. H. Gibson was elected the first representative of 
Cleveland Lodge to the Chicago Masonic Board of Relief. On 
July 18th the first contribution was made to this body, when it 
was voted to contribute twenty-five cents per member quarterly 
towards its support. 

On January 16, 1868, after much deliberation Cleveland 
Lodge withdrew from the Chicago Board of Relief, coming to 
the conclusion that the charities of the Lodge could be more 
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economically administered by the Lodge than through any other 
organization. 

On June 6th, 1861, a special communication of Cleveland 
Lodge was held for the purpose of joining with the Grand Lodge 
and other lodges of this city to attend the funeral of Brother 
Stephen A. Douglas, whose remains were lying in state at Bryan 
Hall. The funeral services were conducted by Kilwinning Lodge 
No. 311, A. F. & A. M. Kilwinning Lodge acted as an escort for 
Cleveland Lodge, going to and returning from the funeral, and 
as a consequence of this act on June 20th, 1861, resolutions were 
passed thanking the brethren of Kilwinning Lodge for this mark 
of respect and brotherly attention. 

On January 19, 1860, a committee report was spread on the 
minutes recommending that the Lodge purchase a lot in Rose- 
hill Cemetery at a price of $50.00, to be paid in two years time 
without interest. The minutes of the meeting of August 7, 1879, 
show a plat of the Rose Hill Cemetery lot with fifty-one graves, 
thirteen of which were occupied at that time, with the names of 
the brethren buried there, and that the lot is thirty-six feet from 
north to south and twenty feet wide. A committee, consisting of 
Worshipful Brothers George F. Sinclair, Malcolm McDonald 
and John McLaren, recommended certain expenditures for 
orave markers, etc., which was concurred in by the Lodge. 

At the meeting of Sept. 1, 1881, the Lodge made certain ap- 
propriations for the improvement of the Rose Hill Cemetery 
lot, headstones, etc., and the minutes show that on that date a 
value of $1.00 per square foot was placed on the lot, equaling 
$720.00, and the actual cost of the improvements thereof was 
$497.00, and that it was an asset of the Lodge amounting to 
$1,217.00. 

In December, 1863, the Masonic Temple on Dearborn Street 
was partially destroyed by fire and Cleveland Lodge extended 
an invitation to the Lodges that had suffered in the conflagration 
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to occupy their hall until such a time as their own rooms should 
be restored. 


FROM THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
January 24, 1862 


The annual festival of Cleveland Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons 
took place last evening at the ‘Tremont House and was, as had been antici- 
pated, from those having the management in hand and the occasion calling 
out their exertions, the largest and most successful festival the Society has 
held. 

Over six hundred ladies and gentlemen were in attendance, many of 
whom have held and now hold high office in the Order. Of the assemblage 
of “brave men and fine women” attending the ball it is unnecessary to speak 
in detail. 

Suffice it that the elite of the city was gathered in the extensive dancing 
hall and mingled in the social scene and beat time to the music of the Light 
Guard Band. The ball commenced at nine o’clock and the dancing was 
kept up, with a slight pause for supper, until the gray of the early dawn. 


The supper was a recherche affair, and one which has not previously been 
excelled by the experienced caterers, Messrs. Gage Brothers and Drake, and 
they have done some fine things in their time in the same line. ‘Tables were 
spread in both of the smaller dining halls of the hotel, the principal attrac- 
tions upon which were the various specimens of ornamental confectionery, 
all of which were manufactured in the kitchen of the ‘Tremont. 


The candy ornaments were mostly emblematical of the Order. Among 
them was a large statue of the Goddess of Liberty standing by a splendid 
temple, and trampling triumphantly upon the Southern rattlesnake. An- 
other was an ancient fortress, mounted with cannon, all done up in sugar. 


The walls of the dancing hall, one of the best and largest in the city, were 
beautifully and appropriately decorated with paintings, chief among which, 
draped in the American Flag, at the head of the room, was a costly full 
length likeness of Washington, in front of which hung the mystic “G” of 
the Order. 

Various smaller pictures adorned the remainder of the building, and were 
brilliantly illuminated. The bright galaxy of ladies, the splendid music of 
the Light Guard Band, and the eraceful measures of the dance, made the 
festival of Cleveland Lodge one of the most brilliant affairs of the season 
and proved most satisfactorily that everything was done “on the square.” 


The occasion will be long cherished by the participants as a very sunny 
memory of Masonic history. 
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It was customary to hold what was called an Annual Festival 
each year. This Festival usually took place on St. John’s Day and 
was not in the nature of an entertainment such as we have today. 
Even members of the Lodge were obliged to pay for tickets, and 
the prices in different years varied from $3.50 to $5.00 a ticket 
for each person. 

On Feb. 4, 1864, the fees for degrees were raised to $40.00. 
Under date of April 21, 1864, a resolution was adopted, remit- 
ting the yearly dues of soldiers in the Civil War from the time 
they entered the United States service until the expiration of 
their term of service. 

The record of visitors present on Nov. 17, 1864, while the 
Civil War was raging, shows that one of the brethren hailed 
from Atlanta, Ga., and at various other meetings during the war 
times visitors were present from different parts of the South. 
Shortly after the close of the war a contribution was made to a 
Mississippi Lodge which had requested relief, thus indicating 
that regardless of the sectional strife, there was one place where 
the brethren could still meet on the level—the Masonic Lodge. 

The early records show that Cleveland Lodge was frequently 
honored by visits from the Grand Master of Masons of the State 
of Illinois. Whether these frequent visits were due to the fact 
that Cleveland Lodge occupied an unusually prominent post- 
tion in this jurisdiction or whether it was because of the fact that 
the Grand Master had more time to pay visits than he does today, 
cannot be determined. 

Under date of September 8, 1864, a communication was read 
from the Board of Trade inviting Cleveland Lodge to partici- 
pate in the ceremonies of the laying of the cornerstone of the 
Chamber of Commerce on Saturday afternoon, September 10, 
1864. The invitation was accepted by thé Lodge. Accordingly, 
a special communication for this purpose was called on Septem- 
ber 10th, and the Lodge proceeded to the Masonic Temple, 
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where they met with the Grand Lodge, Grand Commandery and 
other bodies and marched to the building where the corner- 
stone was laid. 

In November, 1867, the Lodge was located in what was known 
as the ‘I’welfth Masonic District, which comprised the Counties 
of Lake, Will, Cook and Kankakee, and the District Deputy 
Grand Master appointed for that district visited the Lodges in 
the district whenever requested so to do (at the expense of the 
Lodge so requesting). 

At the Annual Communication of December 17, 1868, at the 
close of the administration of Reuben Cleveland, a service of 
silver and a gold-headed cane was presented to him by the Lodge 
through Worshipful Brother T. T. Gurney. 

On July I, 1869, the fees for degrees were raised to seventy- 
five dollars, as follows: Forty dollars for the degree of Entered 
Apprentice, twenty-five dollars for the degree of Fellow Craft 
and ten dollars for the degree of Master Mason; each afhliating 
member to pay ten dollars; ten dollars of the forty dollars for the 
Entered Apprentice degree to accompany the petition. 

On July I, 1869, a resolution was adopted and sent to each 
chartered Lodge in the city that “the further organizing of addi- 
tional new Lodges within the present city limits is for the pres- 
ent inexpedient and hurtful to the best interests of the frater- 
Tye 

On September 18, 1869, Cleveland Lodge participated in the 
laying of the cornerstone of the Cook County Normal School at 
Englewood. 

In October, 1871, the Board of Masonic Relief was organized 
with DeWitt C. Cregier as president, for the purpose of distrib- 
uting the funds and other aid sent here for the relief of needy 
Masons and their families who were sufferers by the great fire. 

The ever memorable fire of the 8th and 9th of October, 1871, 
which laid waste the fairest portion of Chicago, included in its 
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ravages the total destruction of a large number of beautiful halls, 
together with the Charters, Records, Jewels, Paraphernalia and 
other property of eighteen Blue Lodges, two Chapters, one 
Council, two Commanderies and the four co-ordinate bodies of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and was indeed a stag- 
eering blow to the Craft. The only building then remaining that 
could accommodate the burnt out Lodges was the one in posses- 
sion of Cleveland Lodge. She received them with open arms, and 
for a time our wonted quiet halls presented a busy and animated 
scene on each evening of the week. At that time it afforded whole 
or partial time for working some twelve Blue Lodges, two Chap- 
ters, two Councils, two Commanderies K. T., and Oriental Con- 
sistory, A. & A. S. R., for a space covering more or less of two 
years’ time, or until more ample quarters could be found. 

The upper floor was for a time turned into the headquarters 
and depot of supplies of the well remembered “Masonic Board 
of Relief,” the honored and trusted custodian of the funds con- 
tributed by the Craft from the four quarters of the clobe, for the 
relief of the burnt out brethren of our city, amounting to $83,- 
089.66 in cash and $7,545.44 in goods, all of which, excepting 
$21,824.89 returned to the original donors, was distributed from 
this building. Cleveland Lodge was represented on the Board by 
Worshipful Brothers W iley M. Egan, ‘Theodore ‘T’. Gurney, Geo. 
K. Hazlitt and Brother Edward J. Hill. 

The practical lesson in ready charity taught by the sister 
lodges all over the land by a spontaneous outpouring of gifts 
has not been forgotten by Chicago lodges who have on many occa- 
sions, freely contributed to other cities and towns when struck 
by disaster. 

On June 24, 1872, deeming it expedient to bring its labors to 
a close, the Board of Masonic Relief held a final meeting at 
which time it was decided to transfer to the several Lodges in 
the city the duty of providing aid for their respective members 
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and others, having claims on them who might then or thereafter 
require assistance and in order to carry out this object, it was 
deemed proper to apportion to the Lodges in the city an amount 
in cash from the surplus on hand in proportion to their respec- 
tive membership as shown by the Grand Lodge records. ‘The 
membership of Cleveland Lodge in October, 1871, was three 
hundred eighteen and the apportioned amount of this fund 
allotted to the Lodge was three dollars per capita, making a total 
of nine hundred fifty-four dollars. 

It also appears from the records that members of Cleveland 
Lodge had received assistance from the common fund to the 
amount of $899.83. 

The nine hundred fifty-four dollars was apportioned on con- 
dition that the Lodge accept the same as a “Charity Fund,” 
to be held separate and distinct from its general fund, and to 
be accounted for as such upon its books. The special dispensa- 
tion, signed by the Grand Master, DeWitt C. Cregier, giving 
permission to amend the by-laws to provide for that charity fund, 
is attached to the minute book and on the following meeting 
night the by-laws were amended so to read. 

On June 11, 1874, it was determined to participate with the 
other Masonic bodies of the West Division in the laying of the 
cornerstone of the new United States building on St. John’s 
Day, June 24th, a communication having been received from the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master inviting the Brethren to attend 
the ceremonies of the laying of the cornerstone of this new 
government building. 

Ornsept, 29,1379 thelodge received with Grand Honors, the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Theodore T. Gurney, who re- 
viewed the career of Cleveland Lodge and closed by presenting 
Worshipful Brother Malcolm McDonald a gold guard chain and 
charm and a silver tobacco box, and through him to Mrs. 
McDonald, a case of solid silver. 
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Certificate Issued to Member of Cleveland Lodge in 1873 


The minutes of Jan. 4, 1883, show that William Henry Whyte, 
William Henry Whyte, Jr., and Herriott D. Whyte, all members 
of the same family, were elected on this night, being an instance 
of a notable feature of this Lodge that, of many families, several 
members belonged to Cleveland. (Editor’s note: On Septem- 
ber 7, 1933, William Henry Whyte, Jr. was presented with a 50- 
year pin by Most Worshipful Grand Master, G. Haven Stephens.) 

On Nov. 5, 1885, the By-laws were changed so that any person 
who had been a member for twenty consecutive years might 
become a Life Member, whether he had received the degrees in 
this Lodge or not. 

On June 3, 1886, $300.00 was donated to the Illinois Masonic 
Orphans’ Home, which had been recently founded. 

During his administration as Worshipful Master in 1887, 
Brother Daniel F. Flannery introduced Standard Work of the 
Grand Lodge in Cleveland Lodge, and suggested the organiza- 
tion of the “Standard Team” composed of Grand Lecturers and 
other qualified workers to exemplify work in other Cook County 
Lodges. ‘The Standard Work was exemplified by this team in 
nearly every Lodge in Cook County during a period of two years 
and resulted in introducing Standard Work throughout the then 
three districts in and about Chicago. 

The custom of paying District Deputies or members of the 
Grand Lodge for exemplifying the work seems to have been con- 
tinued as late as April 7, 1887, when the minutes show that 
Right Worshipful Brother Thomas G. Morris moved that the 
sum of $25.00 be presented to Right Worshipful Brother Ed- 
ward Cook (afterward, Most Worshipful Grand Master of State) 
as compensation for his services. 

On March 29, 1888, Most Worshipful Grand Master, John 
Corson Smith was officially received with the grand honors. 

On May 18, 1893, a resolution was adopted to incorporate 
Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, under the laws of the State of Ili- 
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nois, and Worshipful Brother George K. Hazlitt, Brother Wil- 
liam Curran and Worshipful Brother Henry H. Mason were 
appointed the committee for that purpose. The minutes do not 
disclose what this committee did in relation thereto. 

At this same meeting, the first investment of the Lodge, out- 
side of the stock of the West Chicago Masonic Association, was 
provided for, when a resolution was adopted that thirty-five 
hundred dollars worth of bonds be purchased, which was ac- 
cordingly done; City of Chicago five per cent (5%) bonds being 
those which were purchased. 

The assets of the Lodge at this date were eed to be as 
follows: Four hundred thirty shares of the stock of the West 
Chicago Masonic Association. Forty-six hundred eighty-nine 
and 31/100 Dollars ($4,689.31) in cash and the burial lot at Rose- 
hill. 

At the meeting of February 18, 1897, the Lodge refused to 
reduce the fees for degrees from the sum of Seventy-five ($75.00) 
Dollars, then in force. At this same meeting, another resolution 
to amend the by-laws to provide for a charity fund of one-fourth 
of all the dues collected was presented. A limitation was made 
that charity funerals should not exceed Seventy-five ($75.00) 
Dollars. 

On March 11, 1897, the Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
Masons of Illinois, Owen Scott, was announced and received 
with grand honors. Brother Wilfred Ward Sherman was the 
candidate of the evening and was raised to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason. 

At the meeting of March 18, 1897, the amendment to the By- 
Laws providing for a Charity fund of one-fifth of the dues was 
adopted. On Jan. 19, 1899, the fees for degrees were reduced 
from $75.00 to $50.00. 

In October, 1899, the Grand Lodge discontinued the making 
of Life Members of Masonic Lodges and on March 15, 1900, 
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Cleveland Lodge attempted to get around the ruling of the 
Grand Lodge and adopted an amendment to the By-laws which 
provided that members should pay $4.00 a year, excepting Life 
Members, and provided further, that when members had paid 
dues for twenty years continuously, they should only be charged 
$1.00 per year thereafter. This matter was taken up before the 
Grand Master and he handed down a decision known as the 
Cleveland Lodge Decision, which is a precedent in Illinois, that 
all members of Masonic Lodges must pay dues alike, except those 
who are too poor to pay, in which case the dues may be remitted, 
except those who had become Life Members before the law went 
into effect. 

The records of Dec. 6, 1900, show that our Rosehill lot is lo- 
cated in what is known as the Masonic plot and that eighteen 
Masonic bodies own land in this plot. 

The funds in the hands of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of the State of Illinois, having exceeded the amount which could 
be legally held under its Charter, the surplus was apportioned 
among the subordinate Lodges and on Feb. 21, 1901, the records 
show that Cleveland Lodge received from the Grand Lodge, 
$597.49, the apportionment being on a basis of $1.49 for each 
member reported June 30, 1900, (401 members). 

At the meeting of Sept. 19, 1901, Worshipful Brother Arthur 
C. Helm addressed the East and being recognized, stated that 
this day was being observed as a day of mourning throughout 
our country, as a mark of respect to our late and beloved Pres1- 
dent and Brother Mason, William McKinley. On motion, the 
Lodge dispensed with all business and work for the evening. 

During the year of 1904, Cleveland Lodge gave birth to Cor- 
nerstone Lodge, No. 875, at which time about seventy members 
demitted to form the new Lodge. 

At a meeting on May 3, 1906, a communication was received 
from the Most Worshipful Grand Master regarding the appall- 
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ing calamity that had recently befallen San Francisco, California, 
whereupon $100.00 was contributed for the benefit of the suf- 
fers in that city. 

On April 20, 1905, Worshipful Master William D. Watson 
appointed a committee, consisting of Brother William Curran, 
Worshipful Brother Arthur C. Helm and Brother A. E. Schafiner 
to attend a meeting held at Union Park Lodge, consisting of 
representatives of Masonic bodies interested in building a Ma- 
sonic Temple on the west side. A new Association was formed 
and on September 7, 1905, a proposed set of By-laws was drafted 
and presented to the member bodies for adoption. On Sept. 15, 
1905, Cleveland Lodge voted to join with the other Masonic 
bodies in the Association and a committee was appointed to act 
with the other bodies and expend their pro rata of the prelimi- 
nary expenses in securing an option on a site for the Temple and 
drawing up temporary plans for the building. 

On May 3, 1906, the new Temple Association secured an 
option on property located on the west side of Oakley Boulevard, 
one hundred feet south of Madison Street at a price of $12,000. 
The Lodge passed a resolution approving the selection of the 
site and voted to purchase stock in the proposed corporation. 
The organization was comprised of the following bodies: Arcana 
Lodge, Cleveland Lodge, Pleiades Lodge, Union Park Lodge, 
York Chapter, Wiley M. Egan Chapter, Chicago Commandery 
and Columbia Commandery. Each body promised to contribute 
$2,000.00, making a total of $16,000.00 which was all that was re- 
quired until such time as they should mutually agree to erect the 
building. The name of the organization was the West Chicago 
Masonic Temple Association, which name had been suggested 
by Brother Will J. Bell of the Lodge. Worshipful William D. 
Watson was appointed a member of the Board of Directors and 
became Chairman of the Building Committee. Cleveland Lodge 
eventually purchased $10,000.00 of the stock of the Association. 
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The minutes of the meeting held December 6, 1906, show a 
report from the Rosehill Cemetery Company to the effect that 
on the lot of the Lodge known as Lot No. 3 in Section ““O”, there 
had been up to November 26, 1906, twenty-three interments: 
that there was still left in the west row, space for one interment 
and in the center of the eastern row, for four. The Cemetery 
Company proposed that the six foot path lying east of said Lot 
No. 3 be vacated and added to the lot of the Lodge, which would 
make it possible to secure fourteen additional interments by 
utilizing the space in use at the foot of the second row of the 
interments, together with the path. It was further stated that 
there are twelve headstones of marble and one of granite on 
the lot; that the necessary improvements required to the lot 
would make an expense of $79.15, and that the company in con- 
sideration of $500.00 additional would convey to the Lodge the 
six foot path adjoining on the east and give perpetual care to all 
without further charge. At a subsequent meeting, the sum of 
$579.15 was paid. 

On November 15, 1906, it was arranged to commemorate the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Lodge by presenting to each member 
a traveling certificate on parchment. 


LAST FIFTY YEARS 


On June 5, 1907, a communication was received from Wor- 
shipful Brother Arthur C. Helm, offering to Cleveland Lodge 
the collection of the Grand Lodge reports of the State of Illi- 
nois, which had belonged to our late Worshipful Brother Wiley 
M. Egan, a Past Master and charter member of Cleveland Lodge. 
‘The same were accepted by a vote of the Lodge and a vote of 
thanks extended to Worshipful Brother Helm. 

On November 2, 1907, the Lodge participated in the laying 
of the cornerstone of the West Chicago Masonic Temple, as- 
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sembling at the Masonic building on California Avenue, corner 
Madison Street, where the procession was formed, proceeding 
thence to Oakley Boulevard near Madison Street, where the 
new building was being erected. Worshipful Brother Stuart R. 
Goodspeed of Cleveland Lodge was a member of the Occasional 
Grand Lodge for this event, filling the position of Master of the 
oldest Lodge. Cleveland Lodge was in charge of Senior Warden 
Will J. Bell. A military band of twenty-five pieces accompanied 
our Lodge. 

At the meeting of Nov. 6, 1907, an appropriation of $8,000 was 
made to buy an equal amount of stock in the West Chicago Ma- 
sonic Temple. This made a total stock holding of this Lodge in 
that enterprise of $10,000, Cleveland Lodge being one of the 
nine bodies which had subscribed for $10,000 each of the stock 
of that corporation. The Temple had been incorporated for 
$150,000, but $60,000 of the capital stock was not issued. 

For the first time in Chicago on May 2, 1908, at a special com- 
munication Worshipful Brother Will J. Bell held a “Military 
Night” in the drill hall at the new Temple on Oakley Boulevard. 
The officers of the National Guard of Illinois in full uniform, 
with Captain John W. Swatek officiating as Worshipful Master, 
raised Lieutenant Colonel Wallace H. Whigam to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason. Brother Whigam was the first man to 
be made a Master Mason in the new Temple. Fifteen hundred 
Master Masons and distinguished members of the fraternity 
were present and as many more were unable to gain admittance 
for lack of room. 

That summer the Lodge, for the first time, chartered for its 
exclusive use the Steamer Roosevelt and took three thousand of 
its members and friends for a moonlight evening ride, with 
dancing and vaudeville. 

The year 1908 closed with a record of 78 raised, the largest 
number in one year up to that date. 
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On Oct. 31, 1908, the West Chicago Masonic ‘Temple on Oak- 
ley Boulevard was dedicated, an Occasional Grand Lodge A. F. 
& A. M. being convened for that purpose by Albert B. Ashley, 
Most Worshipful Grand Master. Cleveland Lodge had three 
members of the Occasional Grand Lodge on this occasion: Wor- 
shipful Brother Will J. Bell as Master of the Oldest Lodge, Wor- 
shipful Brother William D. Watson and Worshipful Brother 
Angus W. Curran as Symbol Bearers. 

In June, 1909, the Lodge again made use of the steamship 
“Theodore Roosevelt” for a moonlight excursion to entertain 
its members and friends, with more than two thousand on board. 
Music and dancing was furnished for those who cared to par- 
ticipate. 

On September 1, 1909, the Lodge voted to become a member 
of the Masonic Board of Relief and to pay a per capita tax of five 
cents per member to that body. 

On December 15, 1909, the Lodge contributed $50.00 to re- 
lieve the destitute widows and orphans made by the appalling 
mine disaster at Cherry, Illinois. 

On April 30, 1910, the Lodge participated in the laying of the 
cornerstone of the new Illinois Masonic Orphans Home at La 
Grange, Illinois. The Lodge was headed by a band of twenty-five 
pieces and was in charge of Worshipful Brother A. W. Curran. 
Worshipful Brother William F. Price, the Master of the Lodge, 
was a member of the Grand Lodge on that occasion, filling the 
office of Master of the Oldest Lodge. 

On September 21, 1910, the fees for degrees in the Lodge were 
raised to $75.00 and for affiliation to $25.00. 

On April 26, 1911, the annual Ladies’ Night was held at the 
La Salle Hotel, where the entire nineteenth floor and half of the 
eighteenth floor was used by the Lodge for dancing, cards and 
refreshments. About twelve hundred members and friends par- 
ticipated. 
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On May 31, 1911, Cleveland Chapter U. D. Order of the East- 
ern Star was instituted in Cleveland Lodge Hall. ‘This promis- 
ing young Chapter is closely associated with Cleveland Lodge. 
It not only bears our name, but also its charter members were 
almost without exception members or relations of members of 
Cleveland Lodge, and all of the line officers of the Lodge were 
either charter members or petitioners. Among the officers under 
Dispensation of the new chapter were: Worthy Patron, William 
H. Struwing, Senior Steward of Cleveland Lodge; Secretary, 
Stuart R. Goodspeed, Past Master of Cleveland Lodge; Chaplain, 
Will J. Bell, Past Master of Cleveland Lodge. 

In 1911, Cleveland Lodge published a book called the “His- 
torical Register of Cleveland Lodge No. 211,” being a compila- 
tion of facts and historical notes of the Lodge from the date of 
its institution up to and including a part of 1911. This volume 
provided most of the material for the first fifty years as set forth 
in this book commemorating our One Hundredth Anniversary. 
Right Worshipful Brother Fredrick Moe was the Master in 1911, 
and it was through his efforts and those of the Historical Com- 
mittee appointed by him, that the early history of the Lodge has 
been recorded and preserved. ‘The committee was headed by the 
late Worshipful Brother Will J. Bell, who spent every spare 
moment of his time to prepare this valuable volume. 

On November 9, 1912, the Lodge, accompanied by a 25 piece 
band, journeyed to Wheaton, Illinois, to take part in the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Wheaton Lodge No. 269, Temple. 

On April 16, 1913, the Lodge made a donation of Fifty dollars 
to the Southern Illinois Masonic flood fund in response to an 
appeal for aid to lodges suffering great losses in a recent flood. 

On May 20, 1914, the Lodge made distribution of the trust 
fund deposited with Cleveland Lodge on September 10, 1907. 
This fund in the amount of $1295.01 was the value of un- 
claimed shares in the West Chicago Benevolent Association at 


Za 


the time of its dissolution. It was directed at that time, in case 
the owners of the stock were not found within five years from 
August 22, 1907, then Cleveland Lodge was to distribute the 
monies equally between the Illinois Masonic Home at Sullivan 
and the Illinois Masonic Childrens Home at La Grange. Each 
institution received $647.50. 


June sO e191 
PROCLAMATION 


Greetings to the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of the con- 
stituent lodges. 


The President and Congress have declared that a state of war exists. 
Under this condition it is our duty as Masons and citizens to view the situa- 
tion seriously. We must be prepared for any emergency no matter how grave 
or extended the same may be. Many of the best informed and conservative 
leaders are convinced that it is a matter of years before we shall see the 
end. 

Our members as individuals are already called upon to make sacrifices and 
this call has not been confined to our members alone but has reached our 
lodges and our Grand Lodge. The young men of our nation must bear the 
burdens of actual warfare while all others should be supporting the nation 
in maintaining them by production and conservation of resources. Our 
lodges as such will have their incomes diminished by loss of membership 
and by financial restrictions, and the duties of actual warfare preventing 
candidates from applying for the degrees. 

On the other hand our Treasuries will be called upon to meet very un- 
usual and heavy demands. We are thus confronted with conditions much 
more serious than we have ever met before. We will frequently be called 
upon to assist our wounded, to bury our dead, and so far as our ability wil 
permit to render assistance to those dependent on our brethren actually en- 
gaged in warfare. Many meritorious applications will come to us from organ- 
izations engaged in special work, and making excellent use of their money. 
When such applications are received it is our duty to remember that we 
can disburse our funds only for “Masonic purposes.” Undoubtedly many of 
our members, however, are giving generously to these worthy causes and it 
gives us great pleasure to believe that they will continue their liberality to 
the end. 

You are enjoined to be exemplary in the discharge of your civil duties 
and never lose sight of the allegiance due to your Country. 


To these ends we trust that you will encourage, sustain and support your 
individual members in the discharge of their duties, that you will discourage 
extravagance and needless expense in your lodges, and that you will so co- 
operate with the Grand Lodge in the conservation of resources and prepare 
to attain the highest measure of efficiency in extending relief to those de- 
pendent upon us, ever remembering in this hour of the Nation’s trial that 
“Masonry hath been always injured by war, bloodshed and confusion” and 
that we have “ever flourished in times of peace.” 


Done at the City of Chicago, this 31st day of May A. D. 1917 


Leroy A. Goddard G. Treas. Ralph H. Wheeler G. M. 
Austin H. Scroggin D.G. M. 
Dan G. Fitzgerald S. G. W. 
Elmer E. Beach (J-Gaaw: 


Issac Cutter G. Sec’y. 


World War I found Cleveland Lodge active in the national 
crisis. On June 30, 1917, the Lodge purchased a $1000.00 Liberty 
bond and on May I, 1918, purchased $2000.00 in Liberty bonds. 
On May 15, 1918, we subscribed $1.00 per member to the Grand 
Lodge war fund to aid soldiers at the European battle fronts. 

The great epidemic of grip, or “Spanish influenza” as it was 
called by physicians, caused the City and State health authorities 
to close all lodge halls from October 16, to November 4, 1918. 
By reasons of such orders it was not possible to hold the stated 
meeting of October 16th. 

The 1918 dues of all members of Cleveland Lodge who were 
in the armed forces or those members just discharged were re- 
mitted at the meeting of June 4, 1919. At the same meeting the 
Lodge voted to purchase a $1000.00 Victory Bond. 

The years 1919, 1920 and 1921 were the most productive in 
the history of the Lodge. In 1919 there were 121 candidates 
raised, in 1920, a record 200 and in 1921 there were 116. To 
handle this deluge it was necessary that the Lodge meet three 
times a week with work starting at noon and continuing until 
midnight. 


26 


On November 19, 1919, the Lodge celebrated 1000 Member 
Night in a festive evening at Medinah Temple. 

At the meeting of November 17, 1920, it was voted to donate 
$500.00 to furnish a room in the new building at the Illinois 
Masonic Childrens Home at La Grange. Petition fees were raised 
to $100.00. 

At the annual meeting of December 15, 1920, Worshipful 
Brother Leslie E. Cotton was elected Tyler of Cleveland Lodge. 
Brother Cotton was a Past Master of Metropolitan Lodge No. 
860 (1917). He affiliated with Cleveland Lodge in 1921 and 
served as ‘Tyler until his retirement in 1950. 

The Shriners Hospital for Crippled Children received a dona- 
tion of $500.00 from Cleveland Lodge on January 19, 1921. 

On January 26, 1921, Cleveland Lodge was honored by a visit 
by Chicago Commandery and Washington Chapter R. A. M. 
two bodies closely associated with Cleveland Lodge. Chicago 
Commandery presented the lodge with a beautiful altar cloth 
and Washington Chapter presented a Bible and Square and 
Compass. Both of these gifts still adorn our altar. 

On April 20, 1921, $500.00 was donated to the Illinois Masonic 
Hospital. 

A second edition of the Historical Register was published in 
1922 during the administration of Worshipful Brother Harry M. 
Miller. It contained 96 pages and consisted of a tribute to the 
members who served their country in the World War during 
1917-18 and the Historical Register was brought up-to-date. It 
was compiled by Worshipful Brother William D. Watson, then 
Secretary of Cleveland Lodge and contained the names of 210 
members who answered the call to arms and served with honor 
on the battlefields. Among the many who received citations and 
other honors, were such names as Colonel Walter J. Fisher, 
Master in 1913, Colonel Abel Davis, General Nathan W. Mac- 
Chesney, Colonel Harry D. Orr and Colonel Wallace H. 
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Whigam. Others who later became Masters of Cleveland Lodge, 
were Brothers Harry M. Miller (1922), Carlin H. Woodbridge 
(1926) and LeRoy CG. Soloman (1931). 

During the year 1923, our meeting place, ““Temple Hall,” in 
the Capitol Building, State and Randolph Streets, was destroyed 
by fire. ‘The lodge had to meet in “St. Johns Hall” which was not 
entirely suitable for Masonic work, from June until October. 
The building management nevertheless billed the lodge at the 
regular monthly rental of $175.00 for the period, but after 
lengthy negotiations the account was settled for $400.00. 

In October of 1924 it was voted to raise dues to $8.00 per year, 
effective January 1, 1925. 

In 1925, Brother Angus W. Curran, Treasurer of Cleveland 
Lodge since 1906, passed away. Worshipful Brother Frank N. 
Harvey was elected to that office on May 6, 1925. 

A letter of appreciation was received from the Grand Lodge 
on July 15, 1925 for members donations to the Southern Illinois 
Flood Fund. 

The new Masonic ‘Temple at 32 W. Randolph was completed 
in the spring of 1926 and Cleveland Lodge moved in Hall C-12 
on May Ist at a monthly rental of $225.00. Meeting nights were 
changed from Wednesdays to ‘Thursdays. 

At the meeting of December 2, 1926, Cleveland Lodge donated 
$100.00 to the Illinois Masonic Hospital building fund. On 
May 17, 1927, $100.00 was donated to the Mississippi Valley 
Flood Fund. 

The stock market crash of 1929, which launched the nation 
into the industrial depression of the 1930's, had serious effects 
on all Masonic Lodges. Cleveland Lodge, like all others, suffered 
a decrease in petitions and increasing charitable demands. On 
May 1, 1931, the lodge changed to two meetings per month and 
moved to a smaller hall on the 10th floor at a rental of $62.50 per 
month. 


28 


Worshipful Brother Frank N. Harvey, who had served as 
Treasurer since 1925, resigned on May 5, 1932 because of the 
transfer of his business to Cleveland, Ohio. Worshipful Brother 
Emil G. Bjurstrom was elected to fill that position. 

Fees for degrees were reduced to $75.00 on Sept. 15, 1932 and 
have remained at that level to the present day. 

Cleveland Lodge has always been liberal in supporting char- 
itable enterprises at home as well as lending assistance to victims 
of fire and flood throughout the nation. ‘The depression years 
found many members jobless, families without food or heat, 
some homeless; sickness and discouragement was prevalent. 
Cleveland Lodge curtailed most of its entertainment activities to 
meet the demands of our brethren in distress. In the years of 1932 
and 1933, Cleveland Lodge led the State in charitable giving. 
The officers of the lodge gave freely of their time and energies, 
often three or four nights per week, calling on the sick and an- 
swering the call of the distressed. 

During these years, 1931 to 1940, the lodge remitted the dues 
of many worthy brethren and accepted dues in installments of 
$1.00 per month. Many members, delinquent in their dues, did 
not respond to notices so the officers set up a committee to make 
a survey of the financial status of each such member. ‘The city 
was divided into districts or zones. An active member was ap- 
pointed in each zone to personally call on all delinquent mem- 
bers to ascertain the situation of each. If found in distress, his 
dues were remitted. No member was suspended if he indicated 
that he was desirous of keeping his membership. Your Secretary, 
Worshipful Brother Fred Heuberger, rendered great assistance 
in preparing statistical data used in working out our dues collec- 
tion plan. Meetings were held each week at his home for con- 
sideration of reports on the progress of the dues collection plan. 
Great credit is due to all who participated in this work. Our 
Secretary contacted out of town members to ascertain their abil- 
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ity to pay dues. In all cases where financial standing would not 
permit, the dues were remitted. No worthy brother was sus- 
pended. 

By careful planning and strict economy during this period, the 
lodge was able to meet its per capita dues and all other bills 
promptly. 

Grand Masters made frequent visits to Cleveland Lodge be- 
fore the turn of the century, but no official visit had been re- 
corded since 1898. The evening of September 7, 1933, added a 
new page in our interesting history when Brother G. Haven 
Stephens, Most Worshipful Grand Master of A. F. & A. M. of 
the State of Illinois, was officially received, introduced and ac- 
corded the Grand Honors. The Grand Master was attended by 
fourteen District Deputies, including our own Right Worship- 
ful Emil G. Bjurstrom. Previous to the visit, the Grand Master 
was guest of honor at a dinner at the Hamilton Club, with Wor- 
shipful Master Frank W. Hedberg as host. Arrangements for 
this dinner were in the capable hands of Worshipful Brother 
Will J. Bell. 

The Grand Master presented a 50 year pin to Brother William 
D. Whyte as a gift from the Lodge, a custom inaugurated by 
Worshipful Brother Hedberg. 

Onjocptem bere. 130190; 74 communication from the Grand 
Master was sent to all lodges, suggesting the presentation of but- 
tons to all 50 year members. This practice was continued until 
1945, when all 50 year members were presented with a 50 year 
card, exempting all further payment of dues. 

The Illinois Masonic Hospital has always been generously sup- 
ported by Cleveland Lodge. During the years of the depression, 
the hospital was of invaluable assistance to members in distress 
and earned the everlasting respect of the officers of our Lodge. 
In 1933, the replica of the hospital which still adorns the Secre- 
tary’s desk, was built by Brother Michael May, in appreciation 
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of services rendered by the hospital in a serious illness of his son. 
The replica is used as a collection box for a free will offering by 
members at each meeting. This fund is part of our annual con- 
tribution to the hospital. 

On February 15, 1934, a resolution was passed to contribute 
50 cents per year for each paid up member to the Illinois Masonic 
Hospital. ‘This practice has been continued to this day. 

On January 3, 1935, the fees for affiliations were reduced from 
$25.00 to $10.00. : 

The Ohio River again overflowed its banks in the spring of 
1937, with its usual toll of lives and flood damage. Cleveland 
Lodge again answered the distress call with a donation of $150.00 
to the Flood Fund. Individual members subscribed an add1- 
tional $180.00. 

World War II was raging on many fronts in 1942. Our Wor- 
shipful Master, Brother Frank A. Kosse, enlisted in the Army 
and served in the Pacific war theatre for the duration of hostili- 
ties. Members donated $143.00 to the Masonic War Committee 
Fund on November 5, 1942 and on December 3rd the lodge pur- 
chased a $370.00 Defense Bond. In 1943, $100.00 was donated to 
the War Fund for Masonic Service Centers and a $500.00 War 
Bond was purchased. Christmas gifts were made by members to 
service men at Masonic Service Centers. During the war years, 
a sum of $553.00 was donated by members to the Masonic Serv- 
ice Centers. 

The dues of all service men were remitted by the Lodge dur- 
ing the Second World War years. 

Our meeting place was changed from 32 West Randolph Street 
to 12 South Oakley Blvd. on January 1, 1945. Then, for the first 
time since the building was completed in 1908, did Cleveland 
Lodge occupy the Temple it was so instrumental in building. 
Our meeting nights were changed from the Ist and 3rd ‘Thurs- 
days to the 2nd and 4th Fridays. 


al 


On October 19, 1944, Christmas gifts were purchased and sent 
to all members in the Armed Forces. The dues of all service men 
were remitted at the meeting of Dec. 7th. 

During the year 1945, the Lodge donated $50.00 to the Aver 
ican Red Cross War Fund and $50.00 to Masonic Service Centers. 

The Lodge was saddened by the death of our Treasurer, Wor- 
shipful Brother Emil G. Bjurstrom on May 28, 1946. Brother 
Bjurstrom had served as Treasurer since 1932 and his friendly 
counsel and cheerful disposition has been deeply missed. 

On June 28, 1946, Worshipful Brother Austin J. Cross was 
elected and installed as Treasurer of Cleveland Lodge and is still 
serving in that capacity. 

The Lodge was treated to its first annual Fish Fry in June, 
1947. The fish were provided by Worshipful Brother Charles W. 
Hess, his father, Brother Charles H. Hess and a number of 
friends, who make an annual Spring trip into the bounteous 
lakes of Canada and return with their limit of Walleye and 
Northern Pike. The dinner was deliciously prepared and served 
by the wives of our officers and members. This has now become 
an annual affair and the turnout of our members for this occa- 
sion attests its popularity. 

The first issue of “News and Views,” a monthly publication of 
Cleveland Lodge, appeared in May, 1948. Edited by Brother 
Edward S. Thompson, this pamphlet of lodge news was enthu- 
siastically accepted, particularly by out of town members, whose 
letters contributed much to its contents. It was published con- 
tinuously through September of 1951, its prohibitive cost forc- 
ing suspension. 

The Illinois Masonic Hospital continues to receive generous 
support of Cleveland Lodge. In 1948, Worshipful Master John 
E. Goddard appointed Worshipful Brother William H. Wilkin- 
son as chairman of a committee to raise $500.00 to furnish a 
room in the new hospital addition and at the meeting of July 9, 
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1948, a check for that amount was presented to Brother William 
H. Tenney, Superintendent of the Masonic Hospital. 

On December 10, 1948, it was voted to increase dues from 
$8.00 to $10.00 per year, effective January 1, 1949. 

Again, on October 27, 1950, Brother ‘Tenney of the Masonic 
Hospital was presented with a check for $1000.00 for further 
hospital expansion. Worshipful Master Harry L. Herbert and 
his fund raising chairman, Worshipful Brother William H. Wil- 
kinson, worked tirelessly to raise these funds through voluntary 
contributions from our members. 

Worshipful Brother William H. Wilkinson was elected ‘Tyler 
of Cleveland Lodge on December 8, 1950, succeeding Worship- 
ful Brother Leslie E. Cotton, whose ill health had forced his re- 
tirement after 31 years of devoted service. Brother Cotton was 
elected Tyler Emeritus of Cleveland Lodge, a richly deserved 
honor. On July 28, 1955, Worshipful Brother Leslie E. Cotton, 
a Mason over 50 years, passed to his eternal reward, mourned by 
a host of Chicago Masons. 

During the year of 1952, a sum of $427.00 was donated by 
members to the Masonic Service Association. 

On November 13, 1953, the Lodge sold the rights on our A. 'T. 
& T. Company stocks for $441.97, which was deposited into the 
Centennial Fund, established to assist in defraying the unusual 
expenses anticipated to be incurred in our Centennial year. 

In consideration of the amount of excess income over expendi- 
tures in 1954, an additional $500.00 was transferred to the Cen- 
tennial Fund. 

On June 24, 1954, a gift of two graves in Lot 816, section J, 
Mount Emblem Cemetery was made to Cleveland Lodge by 
Brother George S. Cole. 

In 1955, the proceeds from the sale of our A. T. & T. Company 
stock rights, $690.94, was deposited into the Centennial Fund. 

Prior to 1930, Ladies’ Night was an annual gala affair, the top 
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night on the social calendar. These brilliant affairs were held at 
a downtown hotel, dancing to a top name band and with a card 
party held in an adjacent room. Attendance was usually in excess 
of a thousand, the dance floor and card room being graced by 
many beautifully gowned ladies.“ Ladies’ Night” is still an annual 
event in Cleveland Lodge, held in the Lodge Hall or the ball- 
room of the ‘Temple, with a variety program of cards, dancing, 
or entertainment. 

Lodge picnics were held annually for many years with free soft 
drinks and candy, clowns, games, races and plenty of prizes for 
all. Financial consideration has forced the discontinuance of 
picnics in recent years. It is hoped that sufficient means can be 
provided to again revive the picnics if the membership demands. 

Easter parties are held annually, providing entertainment and 
gifts for the kiddies. ‘The antics of the clown, the mysteries of 
the magician, and movies, entertain the adults as well as the 
children. 

Another annual event of long standing is the visit to Cleveland 
Chapter O. E. S. On this evening, the ladies entertain the Breth- 
ren of Cleveland Lodge as has been their custom since the Chap- 
ter was instituted. 

A School of Instruction for the ofhcers and members of Cleve- 
land Lodge has been maintained for over fifty years. When meet- 
ings were held in the Loop, this school was held every Monday 
night in the offices of Worshipful Brother Will J. Bell in the 
Title and Trust Building and conducted by the Senior Officers 
and Past Masters. Since moving to our present quarters on Oak- 
ley Boulevard, the school has been held twice a month on the 
Monday evenings preceding our regular Stated Meetings. In- 
struction is given informally in any desired portion of the ritual, 
degree work or lectures by competent officers and Past Masters. 
Worshipful Brothers Fredrick Moe, Austin J. Cross, Walter F. 
Bates and Frank W. Hedberg have assisted greatly in this work. 
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As a service to officers and members who arrive early or come 
direct from their places of business, the Lodge has arranged to 
have a dinner served at 6:00 P. M. in the Temple on meeting 
nights. A delicious meal is served at a very reasonable charge. 
This has proved very popular and is well attended. 

A Past Masters and Old Timers night is held each Fall. Re- 
spects are paid to our Past Masters and the Old Timers are wel- 
comed and presented with 25 year pins or 50 year Anniversary 
cards. 

It is interesting to note that the minutes of all the meetings of 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211 from the date of its inception in 1856 
are intact in our archives. Most of the older lodges in Chicago 
lost their early records in fires which destroyed many lodge halls 
during the early years. 

This concludes the historical notes of our first one hundred 
years. May the succeeding generations find some inspiration 
from the struggles of our founders and the efforts put forth by 
their successors, to carry on and perpetuate Cleveland Lodge No. 
211 through another century. 
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High Hills and Low Vales 


January, 1856—June, 1858 


Temperance Hall at West Randolph and Clinton streets was 
the first home of Cleveland Lodge. Its first meeting here on Jan- 
uary 24, 1856 was called for the reading of the Dispensation 
authorizing the formation of a new lodge. Here the lodge re- 
mained until the completion of a new hall in the Blatchford 
Building in 1858. 


June, 1858—September, 1859 


Blatchford Building at the southwest corner of Clinton and 
Fulton streets. This new hall was occupied for the first time on 
the night of June 3, 1858. On the evening of September 15, 1859, 
while the lodge was open in a stated meeting, a fire swept several 
blocks of the west side, from Canal Street to Jefferson Street and 
from Lake Street to Kinzie Street. Prompt action by Worshipful 
Master, Wiley M. Egan and his officers saved the records and 
the most valuble part of the lodge furniture. Several members in- 
tent upon this action remained until their exit was cut off by the 
flames and escaped by descending a rope from the fifth floor 
window. 

September, 1859—January, 1860 


During this short period Cleveland Lodge accepted the kind 
offer of Comcordia Lodge No. 277 to use their rooms at the cor- 
ner of Randolph and Clinton streets. 

January, 1860—October, 1870 
A new hall was outfitted by the brethren at Nos. 80 and 82 


West Randolph Street and leased for a term of ten years. 
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October, 1870—January, 1907 

New West Chicago Masonic Temple at Halsted and Randolph 
streets. The story of the West Chicago Masonic ‘Temple is closely 
woven into the history of Cleveland Lodge, a story of the struggle 
to surmount financial difficulties, to build and maintain the proj- 
ect which eventually resulted in the sound financial structure 
now enjoyed by the lodge. 

The Masonic Bodies of the West Division of the City of Chi- 
cago having no suitable place of meeting, on February 14th, 
1866, a committee appointed by the different Masonic Bodies 
then located in West Chicago, met to consider the matter of 
forming an association for the purchase of a lot, and the erection 
of a suitable building for Masonic purposes. At the meeting were 
representatives from Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, A. F.& A. M., 
Hesperia Lodge, No. 411, A. F. & A. M., and Washington Chap- 
ter, No. 43, R. A. M. It was resolved that a building association 
be formed under the name of the “West Chicago Masonic Benev- 
olent Association,’ for the purpose of securing a suitable loca- 
tion for erecting a building, to be named hereafter, and a com- 
mittee was then appointed to carry the resolution into effect. 

At a subsequent meeting held on the 28th day of the same 
month, at which the same representatives were present, also rep- 
resentatives from Chicago Commandery, No. 19, K. 'T’., the com- 
mittee reported that they had selected the lot on the southwest 
corner of Randolph and Halsted streets, for this purpose. 

The Association was at once incorporated and a Charter was 
obtained from the State, dated March Ist, 1866. A Board of thir- 
teen Directors was elected and the Association commenced oper- 
ations. The capital stock of the Association was fixed at $100,000 
in shares of $50 each. Books of subscription for the stock were 
opened, and some stock was taken, and the lot on the corner of 
Randolph and Halsted streets was purchased. 

At the meeting of Cleveland Lodge on March 8, 1866, it was 
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formally reported to the Lodge that the Association referred to 
above had been formed and Cleveland Lodge subscribed for 
$6,000.00 of the stock. 

The first active operations of the promoters of the West Chi- 
cago Masonic Benevolent Association since February, 1866, ap- 
pear to have been taken January 6th, 1869, when the Board of 
Directors solicited the submission of plans for a building, and in 
the following March the plans of the building were adopted. 

In the meantime, the committee having charge of soliciting 
subscriptions for the stock were very active in their duties. Cleve- 
land Lodge subscribed for $12,000 of the stock, the individual 
members also subscribing liberally. The prospect for having all 
the stock subscribed was very promising, so much so, that during 
the summer the building was commenced under the most favor- 
able circumstances, and the cornerstone was laid with imposing 
ceremonies on the 12th day of October of that year. 

It appears from the records of the Association that by this time 
the committee on soliciting subscriptions for the stock were be- 
coming disappointed in their labors, instead of securing sub- 
scribers for the full amount of stock as anticipated, they had only 
been able to place about eleven hundred shares amounting to 
$56,000.00, instead of the full amount of $100,000.00, as was ex- 
pected when the building was commenced. 

The Board of Directors now became embarrassed for the want 
of money to carry on the building. It being evident that no more 
could be raised from the sale of stock, and all the funds on hand 
having been expended, it therefore became necessary to take 
steps at once to raise money to complete the building. 

The Board of Directors of the West Chicago Masonic Benevo- 
lent Association, after considerable negotiation, secured on Janu- 
ary 27, 1870, a loan of $35,000 from the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee for five years at nine per 
cent interest per annum. The building was completed during the 
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summer of 1870 at a cost of $88,472 for the lot and building, and 
the Masonic portion of it was leased for a term of five years to 
Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, A. F. & A. M., with the understand- 
ing that the other Masonic bodies desiring to do so could sub- 
rent from Cleveland Lodge on reasonable terms. 

On October 20, 1870, the first meeting of the Lodge was held 
in the new Temple at Halsted and Randolph streets. Remarks 
appropriate to the occasion were offered by the then Worshipful 
Master, John McLaren, and Worshipful Brothers Atkins and 
Gurney. At this meeting Brother John Whitley, then Senior 
Warden, presented to the Lodge an elegantly bound copy of the 
Holy Scripture, suitably inscribed for use upon the alter. ‘The 
Masonic bodies then took possession, the rooms being hand- 
somely furnished and frescoed by Cleveland Lodge at a cost of 
$12,000. 

On December 22, 1870, public dedication of the new hall in 
the new temple was held by the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of Masons of Illinois, DeWitt C. Cregier, assisted by the Grand 
Lodge. At the close of the dedicatory services the officers of Cleve- 
land Lodge were installed. 

On Oct. 21, 1875, so little was thought of the intrinsic value 
of the stock owned by the Lodge in the West Chicago Masonic 
Benevolent Association that a motion was made that the Lodge 
pay the indebtedness due for the balance of its stock subscription 
by a transfer of its stock to the association. Considerable debate 
was indulged in before the motion was voted upon and lost. 

In 1876, Worshipful Master Sinclair together with Brothers 
Malcolm McDonald and John H. Witbeck, Senior and Junior 
Wardens and George K. Hazlitt, Secretary, on investigation 
found the condition of the property of the Lodge as follows: 
Something like $9,000 in furniture, carpets, etc., and $12,000 of 
stock in the building association. No market for the sale of the 
stock and no dividends being declared, earned or paid. A five 
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year lease of the upper floors from West Chicago Masonic Beney- 
olent Association to Cleveland Lodge was in force at a yearly 
rental of $2,000. Under this lease Cleveland Lodge had to carpet 
and furnish complete, light and heat these two floors, and sublet 
as follows: Chicago Commandery for Monday; National Lodge, 
Tuesday; Hesperia Lodge, Wednesday; Cleveland Lodge, ‘Uhurs- 
day, and Washington Chapter, Friday night; with Saturday night 
open for use of any lodge for special meeting, etc. ‘This lease 
would expire May 1, 1876. They ascertained from the books of 
the Lodge how much had been expended for heating, lighting, 
rent paid to the Benevolent Association, etc., under the lease and 
its operation and how much rental money had been collected 
from the above named bodies for the nights occupied by them. 
Their investigation showed that our Lodge was paying too much 
rent. When the wear and tear and depreciation of the carpets, 
furniture, etc., was taken into account the increase of rental cost 
was quite alarming. 

The finance committee, consisting of Brothers John McLaren, 
William H. Woodbury and Peter Button, reported at the meet- 
ing of April 6, 1876, against the leasing of the entire building 
from the West Chicago Masonic Benevolent Association and at 
the meeting of April 27, 1876, the Lodge concurred in this report. 

Propositions were then made to and from the Association 
which finally developed in the making of a lease by the Lodge 
for one year for each Thursday of the lodge hall, parlors, etc., for 
the sum of $800.00 per annum, and that the furniture and adorn- 
ments then belonging to Cleveland Lodge were to be used by the 
Association for rent to other Masonic bodies, for which use the 
Association was to pay Cleveland Lodge the sum of $800 per year. 
This lease was to date from May 1, 1876, and was entered into 
and ratified at the meeting of the Lodge held Aug. 17, 1876. An 
inventory was attached to the lease showing that the Lodge had 
at that time furniture and equipment amounting to $8,098.43. 
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The old lease not being renewed the Association became the 
landlord and was obliged to treat with each of the Masonic bodies 
meeting in the West Side ‘Temple. 

During the year 1876, steps were successfully taken to have the 
presiding officers of Chicago Commandery, Hesperia Lodge, 
Cleveland Lodge and Washington Chapter elected as directors 
of the Association. When this was done the representatives of 
these bodies were in control, naturally and properly, and plans 
were made for the extension of the past due loan upon the build- 
ing, for ten years and for the purchase of carpets, furniture, etc., 
from Cleveland Lodge. 

The indebtedness of the Association was at this time $35,000; 
the payment of interest, taxes and other necessary expenses about 
exhausted all its income, so that during the life of the loan, made 
in 1870, and which matured on January 27, 1875, the Board of 
Directors had only been able to pay $5,000 on the principal. At 
the maturity of the loan, then reduced to $30,000, the Associa- 
tion was not able to pay it, and it was carried along by the Insur- 
ance company upon the payment of the interest. After a great 
deal of negotiation on May 19, 1877, it was again renewed for five 
years. 

The payment at its maturity was further secured by the per- 
sonal written guarantee of Brothers Wiley M. Egan, Moses W. 
Powell and Charles S. Crane, all members of Cleveland Lodge, 
and as a consideration for this guarantee, the rate of interest was 
reduced to eight per cent per annum (instead of nine, as in the 
original loan). The action of these brethren at this critical time 
deserves the unqualified thanks of the members of the Lodge. 

At the end of the year 1877 the property assets of Cleveland 
Lodge were much better than in the beginning of 1876. Mean- 
while much of the scattered shares of stock of the Benevolent 
Association had been purchased from members at 25 to 50 cents 
on the dollar and divided between the Commandery, Chapter, 
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Hesperia and Cleveland Lodges, thereby increasing their hold- 
ings. Finally the plans as laid out were successfully carried out 
as to store and office rentals, producing a sinking fund to pay the 
$30,000 debt on the ‘Temple, and the stock became a dividend 
paying property instead of a dead asset as it was in 1875. 

Really the nucleus for the splendid financial condition of 
Cleveland Lodge of to-day was made by the earnest and loyal 
efforts of the good brothers acting in harmony back in the years 
of 1876 and 1877. Personally the Worshipful Master, George F. 
Sinclair, gave the property matters of the Lodge much time and 
attention, but the splendid support of the officers and a majority 
of the members brought about the starting of the most satisfac- 
tory results that show in the present strong financial condition 
of Cleveland Lodge. 

During 1879 the Board of Directors of the West Chicago 
Masonic Benevolent Association made a payment of $2,500 on the 
mortgage indebtedness of their ‘Temple, besides paying the in- 
terest. 

Upon the expiration of the lease from the West Chicago Ma- 
sonic Benevolent Association to Cleveland Lodge it was found 
that none of the bodies then meeting in the hall would assume 
the individual responsibility of leasing the Masonic part of the 
building, though each of them was willing to lease for the eve- 
ning it required for its own use. In the spring of 1880 it was 
deemed advisable by the Association to purchase from Cleve- 
land Lodge all its furniture and fixtures, so that the Association 
could make a lease to each body separately. ‘This was accordingly 
done, and the sum of $5,400 was agreed upon as the value of.the 
furniture and fixtures, to be paid for by the use of the hall, prop- 
erly lighted and heated, by Cleveland Lodge for each ‘Thursday 
evening, fora term of eight years from May I, 1880. 

At a meeting of May 5, 1880, the Master and ‘Treasurer were 
authorized to purchase stock of the West Chicago Masonic Benev- 
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olent Association for this Lodge in such amounts and at such 
times and prices as they in their best judgment might deem 
advisable. 

During 1880 and 1881 the West Chicago Masonic Benevolent 
Association paid a further sum of $2,500 on the mortgage indebt- 
edness of the Temple, leaving the amount then due on the princi- 
pal $25,000.00, which matured May 19, 1882. It was apparent to 
the Board of Directors that the balance due on this loan could 
not be paid at maturity, and the Association could not expect the 
euarantors to again guarantee the payment, even if the loan 
could be renewed, which was very doubtful, owing to the short 
life of the Association, whose charter expired on March 1, 1886. 

A meeting of the stockholders was called on the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1880, when the whole matter was laid before them. After a 
full discussion as to whether it was best to try to renew the loan 
under the present charter or try to get money to pay it at maturity 
by the issue and sale of bonds, or by the formation of a new Asso- 
ciation, to be composed of the old stockholders, the new Associa- 
tion to secure a new loan for a term of years, long enough to pay 
the principal out of the surplus income of the Association. It was 
decided that this last proposition was the most desirable, as a 
charter under General Law gave the Association power to secure 
a loan and on October 6, 1880, the following resolution was 
finally adopted: 


“Resolved, That the stockholders of the “West Chicago Masonic Benevo- 
lent Association” deem it for the best interests of this Association to organize 
a new corporation, to be called “West Chicago Masonic Association,” with 
the same stockholders, as far as they may concur, and that a committee of 
three be appointed to carry this resolution into effect, by procuring the 
necessary papers and authority to perfect such organization.” The committee 
was appointed as recommended. 


@Onrocpia lo; 1880, the above action was reported to Cleveland 
Lodge, and the Lodge voted to authorize its representatives at 
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the stockholders’ meeting to vote for the surrender of the Char- 
ter of the Association and to subscribe for stock in the new Asso- 
ciation to the amount of $12,000.00 par value for Cleveland 
Lodge, that being the amount of the stock then held by the Lodge 
in the old Association. 

Ata called meeting of the stockholders of the old Association 
held Nov. 10, 1881, the directors reported that they had com- 
pleted all the necessary preliminary steps towards perfecting the 
new organization, and that upon making the proper report to 
the Secretary of State, a charter would be issued, upon the record- 
ing of which as required by law, the “West Chicago Masonic 
Association” would be fully and legally organized. 

The report of the directors was adopted. At the same meeting 
authority was given the Board of Directors to transfer all the 
property of the West Chicago Masonic Benevolent Association 
to the new Association, upon its assuming all its liabilities, and 
issuing to each stockholder upon the surrender for cancellation 
of their certificates of stock, a ike number of full paid shares of 
the new Association that they held in the old. The capital stock 
was fixed at $56,000 in eleven hundred and twenty shares, at a 
par value of $50 each, being the amount of the capital stock that 
was issued by the old Association, the subscribers being the stock- 
holders of the old Association. A Board of Directors was elected 
and all the necessary steps completed toward getting a charter. 

On the 18th of November, 1881, a charter was issued by the 
Secretary of State and the Association was then ready to carry 
out the objects of its organization. 

At the meeting held on the 10th of November, 1881, the Board 
of Directors of the new Association were authorized to purchase 
from the ‘““West Chicago Masonic Benevolent Association”’ all its 
property on the terms and conditions heretofore named, and on 
the 7th of January, 1882, this Association purchased said prop- 
erty, and assumed the said outstanding liabilities of $29,483.33. 
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The new Association then paid the sum of $1,000 on the loan, 
leaving still unpaid on the principal $24,000, the payment of 
which had been assumed by the Association. 

At a special meeting of the stockholders, held on the 27th of 
March, 1882, the Board of Directors were empowered to secure a 
loan for ten years at six per cent, interest per annum, from the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee to 
pay the balance of the loan due from the Old Association and 
assumed by the new Association. On the 5th of April, 1882, the 
Board of Directors secured this loan of $24,000 on the terms di- 
rected from said Insurance Company, with the privilege of pay- 
ing any amount on the principal each year up to $3,000. 

At the meeting of July 20, 1882, the ‘Treasurer of Cleveland 
Lodge was authorized to pay $500.00 for the purchase of 
$1,000.00 of stock in the West Chicago Masonic Association. On 
May 3, 1883, the Lodge again authorized the purchase of stock 
in the West Masonic Association at one-half of its par value. 
Eight shares were purchased on this occasion, and again on Au- 
cust 16th, one share was purchased for $25.00. 

‘The minutes of Dec. 16, 1886, disclose that the Lodge was then 
the owner of four hundred shares of the West Chicago Masonic 
Association then appearing on the books at $16,165.10, and it was 
ordered that they be listed at par of $50.00 per share, and carried 
at the sum of $20,000.00 on the books of this Lodge. 

The minutes of June 4th, 1891, show that the Lodge then had 
four hundred and thirty shares of the stock of the West Chicago 
Masonic Association upon which, at this time, dividend Number 
Four was declared of $2.00 per share, amounting to $860.00. On 
Dec. 3, 1891, a further dividend was received from the West Chi- 
cago Masonic Association of $1.50 per share. 

On September 15, -1892, the Lodge decided that it would be 
advantageous to divide up its stock holdings in the West Chicago 
Masonic Association among some of the individual members of 
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the Lodge, so that it might enable said members to become eligi- 
ble to election as members of the Board of Directors of said as- 
sociation. This was accordingly done and from that time on a 
majority of the Board of Directors were members of Cleveland 
Lodge, Worshipful Brother John McLaren being one of those 
who was active as an officer of the association. 

In 1893, the Lodge voted to increase the valuation upon its 
books, of the stock from Twenty-one Thousand Five Hundred 
($21,500.00) to Sixty-Four Thousand Five Hundred ($64,500) 
Dollars, the minutes reciting that the last quotation of the stock 
had been at One Hundred Sixty ($160.00) Dollars per share. 

At the meeting of December 20, 1894, there first appears upon 
the minutes that it was contemplated to sell the building at Hal- 
sted and Randolph streets. On January 3, 1895, Worshipful 
Brother John H. Dawson was elected to represent the stock of 
the Lodge at a stockholders’ meeting of the West Chicago Ma- 
sonic Association. At this meeting, the Lodge took action on the 
question of selling the property and voted to decline to sell its 
stock or consent to the sale of the property at this time. 

During Worshipful Brother Gibson’s administration, the wis- 
dom displayed by the preceding administrations with reference 
to the affairs of the West Chicago Masonic Association became 
manifest, for upon Dec. 29, 1902, Cleveland Lodge received its 
twenty-fifth dividend upon the stock of that association, making 
the total sum which it had realized in dividends up to that time 
amount to $19,350.00, the association having paid to its stock- 
holders as a whole, $50,400.00 in dividends during thirteen years. 

At the meeting of July 26, 1906, a report was received from the 
West Chicago Masonic Association, signed by Arthur C. Helm, 
its Treasurer, stating that the City of Chicago had condemned 
the North thirty-five feet of the property at the South West Cor- 
ner of Halsted and Randolph streets and had paid to the ‘Treas- 
urer of the Association $47,825.00; that the Association is out of 
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debt, and that there is in the Treasury the sum of $43,469.54, a 
portion of which would be distributed to the stock-holders, and 
further stating that a dividend of $25.00 per share had been de- 
clared. 

The Lodge received at the same time a check from the Asso- 
ciation of $10,750.00, being its dividends on the 430 shares owned 
by the Lodge, and at the same meeting of the Lodge authority 
was given for the investment of the money in gilt edge securities. 

At the meeting of October 18, 1906, a communication was 
received from the Board of Directors of the West Chicago Ma- 
sonic Association, signed by Howard A. Lamoree, as Secretary, 
stating an offer of $55,000.00 had been made for the ‘Temple at 
Halsted and Randolph streets, and that a meeting of the stock- 
holders would be held on October 23, 1906, in reference thereto. 
On motion, Brother Will J. Bell was elected the proxy of the 
Lodge to represent it at said meeting. 

At the meeting of November 1, 1906, a further report was re- 
ceived from the Board of Directors of the West Chicago Masonic 
Association stating that they had secured a price of $65,000.00 
net cash for the building. 


January 1907—May, 1926 


Masonic Temple at State and Randolph streets—Later the 
name of the building was changed to the Capitol Building. 

Worshipful Brother Goodspeed was the last Master to wield a 
gavel in the historic West Side Masonic Temple, it being at the 
commencement of his year as Master that Cleveland Lodge 
moved from the old Temple at Randolph and Halsted streets, 
which was about to be torn down, to quarters in the Masonic 
Temple, State and Randolph streets. 

That this change of location was of great benefit to the Lodge 
is evidenced by the fact that during 1907 fifty petitions were re- 
ceived and favorably acted upon, this being the largest number 
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elected to receive the degrees 1n any one year since 1857, with the 
exception of the years 1902 and 1903. It seemed to be the com- 
mencement of a new era. The Lodge’s share of the funds derived 
from the sale of the old Temple amounting to $30,482.70 were 
reinvested during this administration in sound securities and 
from this time the Lodge has never been without a regular in- 
come sufficient for all its needs, including liberal entertainment 
for its members and generous hospitality to their friends. 


May, 1926—January, 1944 


Masonic Temple at 32 W. Randolph Street. ‘The old Capitol 
Building doomed for demolition, the lodge moved into the new 
Masonic Temple erected at 32 W. Randolph Street, renting Hall 
C-12 ata monthly rental of $225.00. Meeting nights were changed 
from every Wednesday to every Thursday. This building was 
originally financed by individual Masonic subscriptions but 
eventually passed into other hands. 

In 1931, the depression made its presence felt by a noticeable 
drop in petitions, the lodge realizing that our degree work could 
be accomphshed in two meetings per month, moved into a 
smaller hall on the 10th floor at a monthly rental of $62.50, and 
changed meetings to the Ist and 3rd ‘Vhursdays. ‘This proved a 
wise move in view of the reduced income during the following 
years. 

Building services and facilities for refreshment and entertain- 
ment at 32 W. Randolph steadily became worse; rent increased, 
and failing to draw petitioners in our downtown location, the 
lodge voted to move to the West Chicago Masonic Temple on 
January 1, 1944. 


January 1944 


West Chicago Masonic ‘Temple at 12 S. Oakley Boulevard. 
Cleveland Lodge was largely instrumental in the building of this 
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Temple in 1907, having subscribed for $10,000.00 of its stock, 
which we still hold. The building was completed and dedicated 
in 1908 but Cleveland Lodge chose to remain in its downtown 
location. Moving into Doric Hall, our present home, on Jan- 


uary Ist, 1944, meetings were changed to the 2nd and 4th Fridays 
ata monthly rental of $62.50. 
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West Chicago Masonic Temple 
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Richard H. Anderson 
Worshipful Master in 1956 
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RICHARD H. ANDERSON 


Richard H. Anderson was born in Chicago on May 18, 1909. A 
carpenter by trade, he entered into his own woodworking busi- 
ness in 1946. He now has a woodworking plant in Skokie Hlinois. 
On September 12, 1936 he was united in marriage to Elaine E. 
Rohn, step-daughter of Worshipful Brother Harry L. Herbert, 
Past Master of Cleveland Lodge. They have two daughters and 
make their home in Morton Grove, Illinois. 

Worshipful Brother Anderson was made a Master Mason in 
Cleveland Lodge on October 8, 1948; becoming a line officer in 
1951. At the Annual Meeting on December 9, 1955, he was 
elected Worshipful Master and installed on the evening of De- 
cember 17, 1955 at a public installation. It is his honor and priv- 
ilege to serve as our Master during 1956, our centennial year. 

A proficient and energetic man is Worshipful Brother Ander- 
son. He is capable in all phases of degree work and lectures and 
conducts his meetings in orderly fashion. Several years of plan- 
ning for our centennial year include the publication of this vol- 
ume and a special evening set aside to celebrate our anniversary 
and honor our founders. Backed by his staff of fine young line 
officers, his is assured of a successful regime. 
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Orricers for 1956—Standing, left to right. William H. Wilkinson, Tyler; Harry W. Houghton, Organist; Harold G. 

Daugherty, S. S.; Eugene F. “Ingles, of D.: Fredrick Moe, Chaplain; Robert M. Erickson, J.D) osepimn&-<Beranck a] ans: 
George A. Applequist, Marshall; Edward S. Thompson, Ass’t Tyler. Seated, left to right. Austin J. Cross, Treas.; Robert W. 
Chantry, S. W.; Richard H. Anderson, W. M.; Carl W. Latshaw, jaa Woe ered Heuberger, Sec. 


Officers for 1956 


RICHARD H. ANDERSON........ Worshipful Master 
INOBERT Ve GHANTRYs.... 04... -> Senior Warden 
CPA VV LEASTSTI AW teescees: oak de ocunss Junior Warden 
I SOSTIINT Ve (ORQORS: = 1a errs tik neon eciees Treasurer 
EREDMH EUIBERGERMR eu Gi. eek. ela ais b Secretary 
PREDRICKM VOR LIOS. flee Seeks ee: Chaplain 
BUGENPRLOO UNCLES 0 4 i005 ose 2 ws ae Senior Deacon 
ILOBER TeVie ERICKSON 9 feu) ay ee Juntor Deacon 
EVAR OLD G eLAUGHERT vee syste u/c Sentor Steward 
JOSEPH OE  BERANEKV@, 32. 23. Junior Steward 
© FORGE NGPA PELEQUIST ccs. te orcs ott oats Marshal 
EUARR Ye\\ELIOUGHTON iw] cele ic o a. Organist 
WavGneiomee 1h, WAMU Soy seems Ge cee en es Tyler 
EDWARDIOe DHOMPSONe: cle os: Assistant Tyler 
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Columns and Pilasters 


CLEVELAND LopcE has had scores of faithful and reliable mem- 
bers in its one hundred years of existence, both officers and lay- 
men. Many have served for long periods, others for but a few 
years. That each one gave his best during the time he was able 
to devote to the advancement of the Lodge and to Masonry is the 
important thing. 

The part played by the layman in lodge activities must not be 
under-estimated. How could we function without them? Whether 
participating in degree work, serving refreshments, visitation of 
the sick, attending funerals or just by regular attendance on the 
sidelines, they are the back bone, the columns of every lodge. 

It may be of interest that Cleveland Lodge has had sixteen 
secretaries, sixteen treasurers, and eleven tylers during its one 
hundred years; serving terms ranging from one to thirty-four 
years. Chaplains do not appear on the roster of officers until 1876, 
but since that time there have been fourteen. 

‘These worthy brethren of the past and present are the columns 
and pilasters of Cleveland Lodge No. 211. ‘To give each one per- 
sonal recognition on these pages is not possible; rather we have 
selected a few of the names that have been outstanding in the 
pages of our history. Some are from the period before the memory 
of the present generation, others are well remembered or still 
active in lodge affairs. 
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Worshipful Master 
1856—57—58 
1868, 1875 


REUBEN CLEVELAND 


REUBEN CLEVELAND was born on April 13, 1814, in Montreal, 
Canada. In 1819, his family returned to Hemingsford, Conn. 
their original home. Reuben was the second son and passed his 
boyhood on his father’s farm where he attended the district school 
and assisted in the management of the farm. At the age of eight- 
een he was married to Julia Slosson of Chazy, N. Y. and by her 
had six children. He remained at Hemingsford until March 
1836, from whence he moved to Clark, Canada, where he lived 
until the fall of 1849 when he came West and settled in Elgin, 
Illinois. In the Spring of 1850, he came to Chicago and engaged 
in business as a builder, being of the firm of Cleveland & Russell. 

In the year 1859, he was Superintendent of Public Works of 
Chicago under Mayor J. C. Haines and afterwards was President 
of the Police and Water Board under Mayor John Medill. 
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In 1856, he organized and commanded the Old Chicago Dra- 
goons and at the breaking out of the Southern Rebellion he was 
one of the first to enter the service of his country. He served with 
distinction through the campaign in Virginia, participating in 
most of the struggles along the Potomac of that memorable pe- 
riod. When the Army of the Potomac were in winter quarters in 
Virginia, he assisted in organizing the first Masonic Lodge in the 
Union Army. After the War he returned to Chicago and resumed 
his occupation as a builder. 

Worshipful Brother Cleveland devoted much time and study 
to Free Masonry, in which he felt a deep interest and in whose 
membership he was prominent. His connection with the order 
began in 1853 and subsequently he was raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason in Garden City Lodge No. 141, A. F. & 
A. M. He demitted from that lodge to become a charter member 
of Cleveland Lodge No. 211 and it’s first Master in 1856. 

He served Cleveland Lodge as Worshipful Master five terms, 
being Master under dispensation in 1856, and its first elected 
Master in 1857, succeeding himself in 1858. Ten years later, in 
1868, and again in 1875 he was elected Master. In 1873 and 1874 
he served as ‘Tyler of the Lodge. 

He was a member of the Holy Royal Arch, and at the forma- 
tion of Washington Chapter No. 43, R. A. M. became a charter 
member of that body, becoming High Priest for 1860. He was a 
member of Apollo Commandery No. 1, K. ‘T., demitting there- 
from to become a charter member of Chicago Commandery No. 
19, K. T. at it’s organization in 1866. He was also a member of 
Chicago Council No. 4 R. & S. M. and of the Oriental Consistory. 

Worshipful Brother Reuben Cleveland was the founder of 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211. It received it’s name in honor of him, 
and his devotion to the order well merited this compliment. His 
efforts in behalf of the Lodge were untiring. He lived to see them 
crowned with complete success. He died on July 10, 1884. 
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Worshipful Master 
1859-60 

Grand Treasurer 
1879-1903 


WILEY M. EGAN 


Wiey M. Ecan was born in Ballston, New York on October 9, 
1827, being one of five children. He came to Chicago in 1836 and 
became identified with the commerce of the Great Lakes in 1842. 
He was a large owner of lake vessels and one of the best known 
managers of steam and sail traffic on the Great Lakes. He con- 
tinued in Marine Insurance business until his death, Febru- 
ary 12, 1903. In 1878-9 he served as President of the Chicago 
Board of Trade and in 1871-2 represented his district in the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Illinois. He was a most genial gentleman and 
an active member and supporter of the Congregational Church. 

He was made a Master Mason in Garden City Lodge No. 141 
and in 1856 demitted therefrom to assist in the organization of 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211. He became the second Worshipful 
Master of Cleveland Lodge in 1859 and succeeded himself in 


oy 


1860. He also served as Treasurer from 1871 to 1878 inclusive. 

He was a member of Oriental Consistory and in 1870 was 
made an honorary member, thirty-third degree, in Supreme 
Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Northern Juris- 
diction of U.S. A. 

He was a member of Chicago Council No. 4, R. & S. M. and 
Apollo Commandery No. 1 K. T., demitting in 1866 to become 
the first Eminent Commander of Chicago Commandery No. 19 
Keely : 

Worshipful Brother Wiley M. Egan held many high official 
positions in Masonry, serving as Grand High Priest and also 
‘Treasurer of the Grand Chapter of IlJinois R. A. M., Grand 
Commander of the Grand Commandery of Illinois K. T. in 1871, 
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Illinois A. F. & A. M. 
from 1879 to 1903. For many years he was the representative of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada and Ireland in the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois. Wiley M. Egan Chapter No. 126 R. A. M. was named in 
his honor. 

He was indeed a pillar of Cleveland Lodge No. 211, being ac- 
tive in its organization and vitally interested in its welfare until 
his death; almost a half century of devoted service. He was Presi- 
dent and member of the Board of Directors of the West Chicago 
Masonic Benevolent Association at the time of the laying of the 
corner stone of the ‘Temple, corner of Halsted and Randolph 
Streets on October 12, 1869, and personally guaranteed the loan 
that was made to obtain funds to erect this ‘Temple. 

He died in Chicago on February 12, 1903 at the age of 75. The 
Lodge records show that he was the last of the charter members 
to die. 
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Worshipful Master 
1867 

Most Worshipful 
Grand Master 
1879-80 


THEODORE TUTHILL GURNEY 


TuHroporeE T. GurNEY was born in Ogdensburg, New York on 
September 4, 1820. In 1838 he moved to Michigan and remained 
there until 1853 when he was appointed by President Pierce to 
the office of Deputy Collector of Customs at the port of Sacketts 
Harbor, New York, a position he held until 1856. He then came 
to Chicago and engaged in the grain commission business. He 
was an active member of the Board of Trade, in 1877 he was 
West Town Supervisor and in 1879 he was appointed Comptrol- 
ler of the City of Chicago, an office he held until shortly before 
his death. 

He was made a Master Mason in Union Lodge of Union City, 
Michigan in 1848, and from then until the end of his life he was 
an ardent Masonic worker. In 1849 he was the first Master of 
Siloam Lodge of Constantine, Michigan and after affiliating with 
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Sacketts Harbor Lodge he became its Master in 1854. He joined 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211 and became our Worshipful Master 
in 1867, then served as Tyler 1868-1871. He then demitted to St. 
Andrews’ Lodge No. 703 from which afterward he demitted and 
rejoined Cleveland Lodge in 1881. 

He was a charter member of Washington Chapter No. 43 
R. A. M. and held several offices in that body, was created a Knight 
Templar in Apollo Commandry No. | and was Eminent Com- 
mander in 1868-69. He was a member of Oriental Consistory 
and was illustrious Commander-in-Chief of that body in 1873- 
1875, receiving his 33rd degree in September, 1873. 

In October 1875, Grand Master Lounsbury appointed him to 
the committee on Masonic correspondence for the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois A. F. & A. M. and thereafter until his death he wrote 
the reports in that department except for the two years, 1879 and 
1880 when he served the Craft as Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

Few men engaged in active business pursuits have found more 
time to devote to Masonry and Masons than Most Worshipful 
Grand Master Gurney. He had a genus for fellowship. He not 
only was active in all the Masonic bodies of which he was a mem- 
ber, but also found time to devote to the affairs of Cleveland 
Lodge. He passed away in his sixty-sixth year, funeral services 
were conducted by Cleveland Lodge on November 11, 1886 with 
Most Worshipful Grand Master Alexander ‘T. Darrah conduct- 
ing the service. 
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WILL J. BELL 


WILL JAMES BELL was born January 4, 1870, at Rochester Min- 
nesota. He taught school in Iowa for two years and came to Chi- 
cago in 1889. He entered Chicago College of Law in 1896, grad- 
uating in 1899 and was admitted to the bar the same year. He 
was engaged in law practice and making of real estate loans, with 
offices in the Title and Trust Building, until his death. He was 
active in Republican politics and at one time was president of 
the Hamilton Club. A prominent lawyer and business man, he 
served as an officer on the boards of several large companies. 

Worshipful Brother Bell was made a Master Mason in Cleve- 
land Lodge March 10, 1900. He was Worshipful Master in 1908 
and again in 1912. He was Chaplain from 1909 to 1911, and from 
1913 until his death in 1943. He was a member of all the Masonic 
bodies, being particularly active in Washington Chapter No. 43 
R. A. M. He was a charter member of Cleveland Chapter O. E. S. 
and was its first Chaplain. 

Brother Bell was active in Cleveland Lodge affairs for most of 
his forty-three years as a Mason, as an officer, advisor, and as a 
representative of the Lodge at the stockholders meetings of the 
West Chicago Masonic Temple Association. He donated the use 
of his offices every Monday evening for a School of Instruction 
for the lodge officers and candidates from 1907 until 1943., 

Worshipful Brother Will J. Bell passed away July 14, 1945. 


WILLIAM D. WATSON 


WILLIAM Doup Watson was born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania, 
prea aucO2miesentered the sheet metal business established 
by his father in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and followed that career 
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in Chicago, New York and Cleveland, finally establishing his 
own business in Chicago in 1905. 

He was made a Master Mason in Cleveland Lodge, July 3, 
1899, becoming Worshipful Master in 1905. He was elected Sec- 
retary in 1907 and served until his decease on December 29, 1925. 
He was one of the representatives of the Lodge at the incorpora- 
tion of the West Chicago Masonic Temple, becoming a member 
of the first Board of Directors, and was Chairman of the Building 
Committee at the time the new Temple was erected. He took an 
active part in the arrangements for the laying of the cornerstone 
of the building and also at the time of its dedication by the Grand 
Lodge. 

Serving sixteen years as Secretary of Cleveland Lodge and as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the West Chicago Masonic 
Temple Association, Worshipful Brother Watson established 
himself as a truly great Mason and indeed a pillar of the Lodge. 


THOMAS H. AGNEW 


THomas H. AGNEw was born in Ireland on December 24, 1832. 
He came to the United States in 1849 and to Chicago in 1855, 
where he was engaged in the carpenter and joiner trade. In Jan- 
uary 1861, he enlisted in the Army and fought in many battles of 
the Civil War. Brother Agnew was made a Master Mason in 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211, on March 12, 1868. In September of 
1870, he took charge of the then new Masonic ‘Temple at Halsted 
and Randolph Streets, and from that time until the building was 
torn down in January of 1907, was the Assistant Tyler or ‘Tyler 
of all Masonic bodies meeting in that building. He served as 
Tyler of Cleveland Lodge from 1880 until his death January 13, 
LO13: 
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Worshipful Master 
1911 

Chaplain 

Since 1943 


FREDRICK MOE 


FREDRICK MoE was born in Chicago on September 20, 1876. After 
attending public school, he engaged in the candy business and 
remained in that business until 1911. He entered Chicago-Kent 
College of Law in 1908, graduating in 1911 and for several years 
was connected with the law office of Worshipful Brother Will J. 
Bell in the Title and Trust Building. In his later years, he has 
engaged in a variety of occupations. He has always remained a 
bachelor. 

He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in 
Cleveland Lodge No. 211 A. F.& A. M. on July 6, 1906 and as of 
July 6, this year, is a 50 year member. In 1911, he was Worshipful 
Master of Cleveland Lodge and has been active in its welfare 
to this day. In 1921, he was commissioned a Grand Lecturer and 
was in charge of instruction of officers for many years. In 1936, he 
was made Grand Lecturer Emeritus. 
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He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason, March 22, 1907, in Wash- 
ington Chapter No. 43, R. A. M. and is a Past Sachem of the Imp. 
O. Redmen. 

Right Worshipful Brother Moe was appointed Chaplain of 
Cleveland Lodge in 1943, and has held that office continuously 
since then. He has installed the officers of Cleveland Lodge for 
the past 35 years and still does a masterful and eloquent rendi- 
tion of that ritual. His sincerity and the impressive manner in 
which he offers the comforting prayers of our funeral services, 
materially adds to the solemnity of the last rites. 

Still a regular attendant at our School of Instruction, Brother 
Moe is always ready to lend assistance in instruction of candi- 
dates and officers alike and occasionally is called upon to deliver 
a lecture or charge. Brother Moe, Cleveland Lodge salutes your 
fifty years of devoted service. 


WILLIAM CURRAN 


WILLIAM CuRRAN was born near Belfast, Ireland, February 11, 
1842, came to Chicago in 1863, and engaged in the merchant tail- 
oring business. Brother Curran was made a Master Mason in 
Cleveland Lodge on September 12, 1867, afterward becoming a 
Life member. He was elected Treasurer of Cleveland Lodge for 
the year 1894, and served in that office continuously until he died 
in 1906. He was, for many years, a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors and Treasurer of the West Chicago Masonic Association. 
He was succeeded as Treasurer by his son, Worshipful Brother 
Angus W. Curran, who continued in that office until 1925. 
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Worshipful Master 
1923 

Secretary 

Since 1924 


FRED HEUBERGER 


FreD HEUBERGER was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 25, 
1885, his family moving to Chicago when he was still a young 
boy. After he finished his formal education he entered the bank- 
ing business. Later, after considerable experience in real estate 
and building, he entered into his own business as a building con- 
tractor. He successfully pursued in this field until his recent re- 
tirement. On November 29, 1906, he was married to Louise 
Keller. Louise is well known and popular among members and 
friends of Cleveland Lodge, and both are active workers in East- 
ern Star circles. They have one son, a granddaughter, and a great 
eranddaughter. 

Fred was made a Master Mason in Cleveland Lodge on Febru- 
ary 6, 1918, and immediately took an active part in lodge work. 
He was appointed a line officer in 1919, and elected Worshipful 
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Master in 1923. He was elected Secretary of Cleveland Lodge in 
1924, after the decease of Wor. Brother William D. Watson and 
has served in that capacity continuously for the past thirty-three 
years. He was elected a Director of the West Chicago Masonic 
‘Lemplenns)|uneslo2tean otfice ne still holdss tinal 32 he served 
as a member of the Committee on Lodge Finances of the Grand 
Lodge. 

To enumerate the extent of Worshipful Brother Heuberger’s 
services to Cleveland Lodge, his unselfish devotion to his duties, 
his warm friendship and counseling, is impossible to put into 
words here. As a Secretary, he has performed all the functions of 
that office in a highly creditable manner. A system of member- 
ship records devised by him is superior to any previously 
used and has been adopted by many lodges in the State. His 
solemn and reverent delivery of the last rites at our funerals has 
earned the praise of all who have attended and many letters of 
appreciation have been received from the bereaved. His Charge 
to the Lodge in the third degree has long thrilled the initiate and 
the members. 

Since he assumed the duties of Secretary he has been a Pillar of 
Strength to each succeeding Master, and many have sought his 
advice and council. In matters concerning Cleveland Lodge, he 
is a walking encyclopedia and countless times has gone out of his 
line of duty as Secretary to perform some essential service for his 
Lodge or its members. 

Worshipful Brother Fred Heuberger has the distinct honor of 
serving as an officer of Cleveland Lodge longer than any other 
man, thirty-eight years; thirty-three as Secretary, over one-third 
of our existence. 
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Worshipful Master 
1932 

‘Treasurer 

Since 1946 


AUSTIN J. CROSS 


AusTIN J. Cross was born January 91,1895, on the northwest side 
of Chicago. After completing his education in 1917, he was em- 
ployed by the Pullman Company and is now the Assistant Gen- 
eral Passenger Agent of that company. He was married to Hannah 
Johnson on September 98, 1921; has two sons and three orand- 
children. 

He was made a Master Mason in Cleveland Lodge, October Ze 
1919. Always an active worker, he was appointed Senior Steward 
in 1928 and became Worshipful Master in 1932. During this year 
of depression, Cleveland Lodge set a record for charitable ex- 
penditures. Worshipful Brother Cross was elected ‘Treasurer in 
June 1946, after the passing of Worshipful Brother Emil G. Byjur- 
strom and has served in that office continuously since that date. 
His capabilities in the handling of our funds is demonstrated by 
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his re-arrangement of our investments so that our interest return 
is much greater with the same assurance of safety. 

Worshipful Brother Cross has attained such a high degree of 
proficiency in all Masonic ritual, lectures, charges and ceremo- 
nials, that he is indeed a fountain of information to all the officers. 
He has rendered valuable assistance to each Master as an active 
member of our School of Instruction and through his untiring 
efforts, the proficiency of our officers in ritual and lectures has 
been maintained. 


EMIL J. BJURSTROM 


Emit J. ByurstRom was made a Master Mason in Cleveland 
Lodge, August 20, 1919. He was elected Master in 1927 and in 
1932, succeeded Worshipful Brother Frank N. Harvey as Treas- 
urer. He served in that office until his death May 28, 1946. 

Right Worshipful Brother Bjurstrom was in the investment 
banking business and through this experience, the funds of 
Cleveland Lodge were wisely invested. He served with distinc- 
tion as District Deputy Grand Master, 1932—1933, Chairman of 
Grand Lodge Finance Committee 1934-1938, Chairman of 
Lodge Finances, Grand Lodge 1939, Grand Representative, State 
of Georgia 1940-1944. 

In the sudden passing of Right Worship Brother Emil G. Byur- 
strom on May 28, 1946, the lodge lost one of its most dynamic 
and ageressive members. 
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Worshipful Master 
1933 


FRANK W. HEDBERG 


WorsHIPFUL BROTHER FRANK W. HEDBERG, for many years in 
charge of our School of Instruction, has given generously of his 
time to that important task. Patience, understanding and eff- 
ciency in exemplifying Masonic work are outstanding character- 
istics of Brother Hedberg and coupled with his natural friendly 
personality have contributed to the success he has achieved in 
perfecting our officers in their assigned duties. 

His service to Cleveland Lodge began almost immediately 
with his entry into the fraternity. He received his third degree 
on March 10, 1927, and quickly thereafter was, himself, assisting 
in degree work. Recognition of his talents is illustrated by his 
appointment as Junior Steward in 1928, from which station he 
advanced steadily to become Worshipful Master in 1933. His 
term was highlighted by an official reception of the Most Wor- 
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shipful Grand Master, Brother G. Haven Stephens. His com- 
piling of this volume, virtually unaided, is a lasting testimonial 
to his unfailing readiness to serve his Lodge in any capacity. 

Brother Hedberg was born in Chicago on September 16, 1903. 
About five years later, his family moved to Southern Wisconsin 
where he spent his boyhood, receiving his schooling in Genoa 
City. In October 1923 he returned to Chicago and a short time 
later entered the employ of R. R. Donnelley & Sons Co., with 
whom he now holds a responsible position. He was married to 
Mary Lee York on May 1, 1936 and has two sons. 


EDWARD S. THOMPSON 


Epwarp S. THOMPSON was made a Master Mason in Cleveland 
Lodge May 28, 1919 and has been one of the most industrious 
members since that day. In addition to being lantern operator 
for the lecture slides, Assistant Tyler and lodge correspondent 
to various Masonic publications, he finds time to attend all fu- 
nerals, visit the sick and assist in degree work. Probably one of the 
widest known members of the lodge, Eddie always wears a smile 
and has a word of encouragement for everyone. He has been the 
lantern operator for the past twenty-five years. 

One of the big events in his Masonic life was on the evening 
of April 21, 1927, when his two sons, Edward M. (deceased) and 
Harold J. were raised with Brother Thompson in charge of the 
ceremonies. 
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LESLIE E. COTTON 


Worshipful Brother Lestiz E. Corron was a Past Master of 
Metropolitan Lodge No. 860 (1917), when he affiliated with 
Cleveland Lodge in 1921 to serve as our Tyler for more than 
thirty years. Possessor of a pleasing personality and a genial na- 
ture, Brother Cotton had all the qualifications to occupy that 
important office, and guarded our outer door with dignity and 
merit. The Lodge was saddened by his passing in July of 1954. 


RICHARD O. CISS 


RicHARD O. Ciss was made a Master Mason in Cleveland Lodge 
January 30, 1924. He was elected Worshipful Master for the year 
1936, and served several terms as Marshall. However, Dick is best 
remembered for the many Lodge entertainments he promoted as 
Chairman of the Entertainment Committee. He served in this 
capacity until 1945, when he left Chicago to make his home in 
Miami, Florida. » 


WILLIAM H. WILKINSON 


Worshipful Brother WILLIAM H. WILKINSON was made a Master 
Mason in Cleveland Lodge on October 21, 1937, and served as 
Master in 1945. He was elected Tyler for the year 1951 and has 
served continuously in that office since that date. Possessed of a 
dynamic personality and an intense desire to be of service, he 
looks after the welfare of our members and visitors. He has served 
as Chairman of our Entertainment Committee on many of our 
feature nights and picnics. 
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WALTER F. BATES 


WALTER F. Bates was born February 27, 1902, at Vinson, Ala- 
bama; came to Chicago in 1920 and is employed by the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe R. R. as an Engine Foreman. He is married 
and has two children, a son and a daughter. 

On September 17, 1924, he was made a Master Mason in Cleve- 
land Lodge. A regular and active attendant for many years, 
Brother Bates was elected Worshipful Master for the year 1945. 
His zeal for masonic learning enabled him to attain a high pro- 
ficiency in the rituals and in 1946 was commissioned a Grand 
Lecturer. Instructing officers and members at the School of In- 
struction and in the lodge, has made Right Worshipful Brother 
Bates a valuable and respected asset to Cleveland Lodge. 


Thought for Today 


“Masonry is considered under two denominations; operative and specu- 
lative. We work in speculative mostly. ‘That is why we often wonder why a 
brother will make an investment in a lodge and then fail to collect the inter- 
est due him. All lodges pay dividends—do you get yours? 
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Reubene@levelancaecmors) eae cme eee ee 1856-57-58 
NVitlevanVing Eanes y:a at.2 tty be ah oe eae ee 1859-60 
Nathan Ve LLU tle yeee. tna We een oa cee 1861-62-63 
(Seorees hl 8G 1DSOn aus ok. eke eee Seen. Aen 1864 
ASA ome CULT edar ct cence ¥ ok Ee te 1865-66 
BeOdOTe mrs G ULN C Veer cee oa mee eek ome ne) nee 1867 
INCUDeIMG IE CLATIC Gamer nc a 5 Geren ae Beane we 1868 
(ATID Ta Rear lA CRISS yeni een. =. so ee eWeek s ORR ee 1869 
olin g NTC ISA Veli esee reg Wiaiat te tonnes! ocean eter 1870-71 
ohm Dit levemenr agen sts soe arene es 1872-73 
mL Omasel) eit Chime meee et oe. eee ee. Star ae 1874 
KReubenmCilevelancdeea wer: 9 teu us. tha me eee 1875 
Georgeer soil Cla lle ae ates eee gn. ot eee ee 1876-77 
Malcolm MM ClootialdGaerans cosaae ters Dee Bs hoor ree 1878 
IEECLCTIC Ke 5. mi) alll Sue at enn AB RMS. cael pene t oe 1879 
Ro Dertelteed at lany meremeg veers Re eee oe 1880-81 
Erederi Cpe VLULLCC Yea. a a mais tae ce ere 1882 
Orlan dost a Olen Ve erst mers 1.5) eee weer anaes 1883-84 
gshomass Gy VLOLL Seger ie hoe oa ee ee 1885-86 
Daniclaleek ANTICl arene ie eee. eee 1887 
Ceorge KaLtazli tthe ere orate cule Shee ety on. 1888 
ohne LM CB rides arr. ge Ee ehrals BLA 1889 
Josephs kiyMcGaule ye eae .var nc icant. teen: 1890 
Henry eh Mason grt atse se ee een ater, oe ee ee: 1891 
Eaward@lesGatcitere spear aren ee ee, Rn. 1892 
Howard aa moOrecn ss saa eee eek ie ee nee 1893 
Charlcs@As Freund pyc een Week ths eee Oe 1894 
Jobng bi Dawsons orcs uw. grsn. 2 eau weemeet eM aes ashen 1895 
INicholasmAss VV SLCVCr Suomen eee te a) see 1896-97 
seeedatiiel ee let Ah oer (7 css coe oes oc ae oe 1898 
ENTS WM beware Or vba bie SE 6s bb Bb ole 1899 
DAV CHANTAL CY ace cy spore rutarte Ar eem yee sarn twat ee tks 1900 
@oarlest paaVVOOUd COCK we ene ss te ee eae Re 1901 
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William: Gibsons, sans cesses ee en ee 1902-03 
John: McKeown’ ss = 3 cs a) eens ne meer 1904 
William D. Watson. © « .040<. Seu een eee eee 1905 
Erich HH. iLadish:. 0... os 4-2 ,.<:2 a holes eee 1906 
Stuart, R° Goodspeed .° 3 2 2a) 0 sete fe oe 1907 
Wil J. Bells 3. ab see es ere 1908 
William / Ko Spiece <>, 2.50 .ten = atten: eee 1909 
William PasPricetoa i, io, Sateen 1910 
Fredrick Moe. (2605S 274 eee SR oe 1911 
Willi] Bellice saa ty Seh obs: sat oe 1912 
Walter [2 Fisher 2%... -23) ahs. <o oan ee 1913 
Arndt. N.-Land suk se le ao 1914 
George J. Mitchell ce. 5 2 ieee ee I9Y5 
Robert Lewis Ames 1.0...) c eo ee 1916 
Arthur Je, Woodbridgé*... ~..)- 2). aa 1917 
Walter J Axelson’, 0. = 220 0 eee 1918 
Frederick, E..Green « .. 2. 20h 1919 
John W aR Urn Ci, 8 ae) cory cree er 1920 
William -Paschey. .-.23- 225 .s -0e ee 1921 
Harry M. Millers. .05% 2. 5 2205)3 es ee 1922 
Fred Heuberger) «22.40. 62 ieee a 1923 
Frank) NS Harvey) 0.).4 3s oe [924 
John A: Backer .U5 22-04 «ce ee Hise ye 
Carlin H> Woodbridge =~... —.#.) i a 1926 
Emil) G, Byurstrom.. 0...) 2) 1927 
William O:; Johnson 20.) ws 9o.u 0 ene 1928 
D. Stewart Nicoll. 3. .<0<. 3 2) See ee 1929 
Emil ly, Rasmussen’ 6 6 «! son ee 1930 
LeRoy ©, soloman... 3 =...) 50. eee 1931 
Austins |g Grossi nc. dara tient ee ee 1932 
Frank: W. Hedberg 5273, sess: See 1933 
William’ Gy Soellner ].. 224.2). ee eee 1934 
William EF: Wesley = 172 =.) .aeuegs0 eye ee 1935 


67 
68 
NS) 
oecU 
71 
Ue 
7 
Nes 
(8) 
76 
qi 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 


Richiarde@) se Gisse sates t sh oats eae ee re et ee 1936 
Gharlests. shell yesq. teas. mekee te cee i), eet rene 1937 
Reterm Res Uunkesias tts ween an oe ae aes GO ohne won 1938 
IDOtSeVeOCNIGLLGrs rey a tats aig a eee one [939 
feeyioe is, Syerailie Go Pe Mos See ale 1940 
PED OMASe EL NLCO Ils sss rer ao eo on a sore k eat 1941 
ESAT] Rae NNO SSCi eae Pee ae ce ee hae = een ar, eee era ee 1942 
Walliame bes GlOOR sae eee el ne ee Petes =. 1943 
Walter bam balCSweee e ete es atu en cea ear aL so 1944 
WVcliierad (ah Wl erie SRG oe Be eee Se aS 1945 
(Cees TERME! Be eA oe Ss o Bel gee 1946 
alphas VLould (oleae ses eee ace neem te 1947 
johnei Goddard i= = Cle cae: eased tad ee ete 1948 
Gharlesa We ELessi ot ae ee ee cee ons 1949 
lnieidar ibe Neledists oS LA GAAS Bee Se ee 1950 
Ed Wine eLlerman Nitec. oe Ace ew ee cane 1951 
larold@Nlitcbellasw ke tie et en ee 1952 
TRC WIStAtR VT CCCI Pam we ee Gee Pi, be eens 1953 
Roberts GeOswald mari wo emo earn ene. es 1954 
TO UISe GeeSCLLUTC Clpeter eta a ae tee eer a 1955 


* Deceased 

Theodore T. Gurney, Master in 1867, was Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Illinois in 1878-79. 

Wiley M. Egan, Master in 1859-1860, was Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois, from 1880 to 1902, inclusive. 
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Membership by Masters 


Year Master 

1856 ee Reuben eGleyelan Cea eee eee 
1857 “Reuben: Cleveland’, -.).0.0- ee) ee ee 
1858) "Reuben? Glevelandi2.— sase-aee seen ee 
1859) 3Wiley Mi Eoan 2 ete.) cue cc nett even ee 
1860s eWiley Mi Eoan ee acca eme ao eee 
136 eeNathangwWesllUntley tye. 0 eee ten eee 
13629 Nathane Woe LlUDtlCVe. cent ne wa ee cee 
18635 Nathan Well Utley con eere oe eee ee 
186458 George LI G1DSOlne ere eek ere eee 
18657 €Asas Ee Cutler] eee S, 40 ce eee 
18660 eAsSabks Cutlersakele. Foe eee eee 
1867 Uheodoten le eGuriiey eyestrain eee 
1868 =.Reuben:Gleveland sea. ie a ee ee oe 
TS69 me ATi hure Ret rigeA CKINS coe tee oe ee eee 
18/0 SS johtire Mclaren} sean. --go- eee 
1871) soln Mclaren 22. seetes: ee ee 
1872 @ johny Whitley <9) ease eee 
[8 732e)obn Wiitley Geen.) sre. centers ene 
18 74g hotnasi Bitch meee eee eee ee 
1875ee Reubene Cleveland S449 te ee ee 
1876. George; F-soinclainers enw, eee 
1877 {Georce; FasSinclatgee ae weet eee eee 
1878) Malcolm McDonald... 8.) ae ee 
1879 Sb rederickes:s|amcss.. oem et eee 
18802) Robertsle vbatham oe eee ee 
ISSIMeRobertrls. 2) athanye } mene ee eee 
1882, sErederick= A eM UNCCY:. owen ee eee eee 
1883 eOrlandoyHa Chencyie eee ee eee 
1884 Orlando. & GhernCye esr eens we ce 
T8858. Chomas: Gee M Or iseeee oe ee 
[8860 <1 homas.G. .VOrciSse ete ee 
188 /ee Daniele tt ancl y eee ee ee 
L888ae Georver Kesh aziiti eee ee ee eee 
1889s John eM cBridGtm-giars-o-u-n em nmen ms 
1890 sjosephableMacauley gene pe on 
L891 Henry sbi Mason gee peg ene ee 
1892>* Edwardel). Gardin els. ee ee ee 
1803) Howard) Aw amoree sce) ee ce ree 
1894" ChurlessF shreutid 9. eee ee ee ee 
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Admitted 
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Year Master Raised Admitted 


ES ogee Ole cle DawsOlew css 0 esl) ea ia 1 
Soom NI cholasvAm WeSICVErsS 4 4 a ee 6 5 
ESO Vee NicholasvA® WASIGVerss 4) ee ee ee 14 1 
PS OSMEPA LMU Te Cael Clinger totes Sheen ela tee ce 3 Ye 
ISG) eee Wy CGN Oe AS Be ee 26 2 
PUM av ICRA C Vargas Sipe ar ities 0). vig) oc 30 Z 
POO Ghiarless PamvVOOdCOCK: = saeemens fer. sae 30 2 
POO Zee i iiariag GtDSOligeren i. eee aero er ee cee hk ee 63 1 
POO swe vVilltiamsGibson 9... =. es a ek E 67 ] 
HOO Tees OUNAVMCKEOWN wists Date see gs ale oe 35 _ 
h905eeaWilliam D. Watson... ! 25. 2: Gren ree 32 1 
EO OQGMEL TIC. Fie adishie. 0. 2 eg eos oe ae 35 — 
PC Ove tulartel sG-OOUsSpecd «ian ae, jae eet 33 1 
iESKORS). ARN ES act? ae ese Smee ke, eae. 78 2 
HOOD MeV ATI eK SDICCe). . ese ore ear, Gy? ] 
PO LOMBAVVirlltanie Pee RyiCe.. x vec lsas, 62 eee ee uals 83 4 
fc) leer er rcke Vi OGere te ot mine es aoa ik eee me 55 1 
OZ ESB ellie 7. on Bie at ea) yun 66 — 
HS Seen VV Alteies Joab ISeGr oes ey, eae ts os 44 — 
: LO EN TICLES LAT Ge. cs ea he ae ae eee 60 — 
: WO mee CrCOl PCa) sa VLC CIV eet ee ee a eae 58 — 
OR Om O Der ple, @ AICS a0. yet ey ice sors cata os 5] ] 
: Sure AWedene Ab, WVeerlyeakys . Sa GG A ee é 67 — 
LOU CmmVV Alterm|  AXCISON G9. eee eke Suh tes eae 59 — 
nome reCeriCka ba GsVeeile tn aes tees ts oat er al eee. 121 ] 
IEA Analevak Wale ANM ae ee 6 RG ee ee ee 200 ] 
LOAM lliam! Paschets..). + shen sasha sean 116 2 
OZ meet arrye MeeMilleirg ances eects se ae 65 5 
RO 2 ome TCO MELCUDELS CL pes me a oks ees ence a 28) ] 
2m KIN ei alvCy cass cece eee eu 46 ] 
2 ee OLLI eA DACK CLR. een tenet 36 l 
bO2Ge GatlingH Woodbridsve 2 .. al. a 38 _- 
EO ee Ela G eB jUrstrOmlns ec eee eee eens ee 52 3 
Pe Ome Villain Cae) ONTISOle ge eer 25 3 
Loc Ome) wStewart NICOLL ass, 6c) eee onions deen ae 16 ] 
LOS Omer Tle lca ASI USSCIIG. tape seule cas tue Neue 20 1 
bo eCK OveO. .SOlOMANi wg. cress enn a) oe 7 l 
POS Zam AUStII yy RC LOSSS. oor, es ere Paes eos (MER 2 — 
ibis. Bile wale Ni, VW ale te a BS ho Lao 2 3 ] 


77 


Membership by Masters (continued) 


Year Master Raised Admitted 
10349" William: Gasoecllnerni. = 225 bee ec ee 3 — 
1935 - William i Wesley 2 = te) pee ee 4 — 
TOSGe: Richard: OSGisSsi ty 2. ee ee eee v] — 
[087s  Gharies:S.. Kelly 7g ie .t pene ee ete eee ] Z 
1088 Peter Rw Lunkese cee wee eer ome toe 4 _ 
19398) Dorseye5 2D ICErCeeegeun 4 poet ek ee 12 4 
19400 Harold s Fas Pru tiie geen eee me 1 — 
1941 Chomas 1 Nicolae ease ee ee ee | ] 
19498 -PirankwA 2K OSserees te erate eee a 5 Z 
1904553 William ke GlOGi on ee ee 4 — 
19440 iWalter Foy Bbates: a) 4s ace yp eee 5 2 
1945-8. Williamabls Wilkinson. ue nee 8 1 
19460 George? Gavoral pian: 2 8 crust ee ee 13 1 
1947) Ralph \D: Moulding. ... 2... «2. .23. 14 — 
19488 JohneE Goddard tea). aaa 26 = 
1049) Charles@w.abless en sue ae oe oe ee 16 2 
1950 Silary Les ler berte tne ee ee il 4 
195 ie Edwin ee Hermann et ea ee ee 6 — 
1959" Harolds Mitchell. .2) 2 ee, ede ee ee en 6 2 
TO530 Leewise w\VVireCen ten ue ee een eee 10 ] 
10540) Robert Ge Oswaldieace a oe ee eee 9 — 
10552. LouisiG soCOULGele 2 acc eiiate et st saree 5 — 


Membership as of June 30, 1956 


Regular Members 292. +9928) eee 505 
LifésMembeérs — 3... a 15 
Mentally Il] Members . . ) eee 2 

TOTAL Doe 
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Life Members 


Name 


CHARLES O. SETHNESS. . 
ROBERT W. PETERSON . . 
Dive Ee VIE YER wee 4 ee. 
@Qproe he wNIELSEN 84... 4. 
Henry A. NORDHAUS. . 
WILLIAM WATTERS .... 
HENRY Go SHIPPER 2. . <<. 
ANDREW G. WEDELL.. . 
ARCHIBALD WENGLER . . 
VVGIRA Me bos PRIGK umes 
WILLIAM F. MONIA.. . 
EREDRICKUVLOE eee 1 elok 


ARNDT N. LAND 
OrA L. CASE 


RUDOLPH A. KASPAREK . 


Birth 


ENE 
. Feb. 8, 


June: 23, 
jens a), 


. May 20, 
PINOVa | 7; 


Feb. _5, 


. Nov. 14, 
pel aitaec 3, 


OGten 3: 


Sala, 


Sept 20; 
Feb. 15, 
jaWoyes ALL 


. Feb. 9, 


1860 
1874 
1872 
1877 
1876 
1875 
1871 
1870 
1882 
1873 
1878 
1876 
1879 
1885 
1872 


Raised 


Apr. 
May 


Mar. 


Feb. 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Sept. 


se 


Zi alisds 
lia, Juste) f) 
10, 1900 
De Oa 
i WENO 
Die io 
eel90S 
6, 1905 
1905 
1905 
1906 
5, 1906 
Da I0G 
1906 
1906 


Key, 


Years as 
Member 


63 
Do 
56 
55 
oe 
ee 
Do 
5] 
ay 
D1 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
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Membership Roll 


Ablahat, Newton A. ..... 1948 
Adams. |ONNGD aan.) een eae 1916 
Addenbrooke, Edward F. . . 1925 
IONE rs | ACOD. |oven sees ements 1926 
AirthWilltam: Gee cee es. 1924 
ATnackerenODCLU WN eee eee. 1948 
Amos, Albert law aes 1918 
FAATICEPSOU SALUT een 1921 
Anderson, Frank M...... 1913 
ATICeYSOM EL ATOlG LS ee eee 1913 
Anderson, Ralph C. ..... 1919 
Anderson, Raymond G. . . . 1927 
AndevTsonaRichard bl as. 6s OS 
Andrews, John E........ 1919 
TATIOTUS, (Gare kia. eee eet 1924 
Applequist, George A... . . 1955 
PATNUCZEI GOL ISt VV eee 1949 
Askew George, La. vaste 1924 
Askew, Raymond M...... 1920 
Atherton. Lhomase.-). eee. 1912 
Atterbury, Fredericki,® = . > 1918 
Babcock, Joseph Cr>. =. = 1927 
Backen, ArthunOreerte-.--- 1922 
Backer, Gaghiarrve, eee 1919 
Backers | UUUSEVin sete ee 1919 
Bacon Walterel see. 1912 
Barker: evitlton Nee 1922 
Barre branks Woe ee 1913 
Barrer Pau lek. ae eee 1918 
Bates Walter bree, ee 1924 
Battistinis | ack bee gee 1922 
Baupilds |wAlDCrt eon 1942 
Baumann, Ularry Pa. se 1920 
Beaudrie wioward.G. seaseaeel oO 
Benders] Onis |e ee eee 1920 
Bender, Matthew C. Jr... .. 1917 
eranekes | OSCp ls ew gee eee 1954 
Bere, Gari Go) eee 1920 
Berounsky, Charlestg.ns.s te. Lo2t 
Binder. |olity 12 eee 1910 
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Binder, John’ W2) 3-2 ae 1920 
Binkley, Walter: | cee 1941 
Birkholz, Adolph) Ea amas 1923 
Bischoil, Rudolph * = aeee 1908 
Bishop, George ]-.) eee 1910 
Byurstrom, Charles |o2 = 1915 
Blackwell; Haroldi D227 -ae 1922 
Blaha, Ralph Gye eee 1919 
Blair, Homer W..eeeeee 1936 
Bogdanske, August .= . 7 2— 1947 
Bollow, Lée W.- 3 ) eeee 1919 
Borchers, Walter” KR? ee 1909 
Brandt, William Ase 1952 
Breckenridge, Clarence M. . 1947 
Briggs, Benjamin’ J: 77. seaeen 1918 
Brooks; Harold S. 2) eae 1924 
Brown, Glen’ CG. 4... ee 1945 
Brown; Louis'Si2.5. 3 eee 1914 
Brown, Mark N. eee 1927 
Browning, Clarence G.... . 1922 
Browning, .Jack W.7eeeee 1921 
Bruner, William H. ..... 1950 
Bryant, Herbert BPs. 1927 
Buckley, Warren’ D> een 19.14 
Buggert, Henry C. oe 1921 
Burke, John2W 2.5. ee 1920 
Burkhardt, Edmund R. .. . 1930 
Butzow,*Louis’ |= eee 1911 
Cairns, Martin’ =)... eee 1929 
Case, Ora L. .2. 4 eee 1906 
Gass, Earle S? 72 eee 1922 
Chantry, Robert W.. iae 1952 
Church; Carroll 3B] 3 ee 1915 
Ciss, Richard Oy =e 1924 
Giss, Walter: R. see 1925 
Civis, James Al 2ooege eee 1907 
Clair; Alonzo W.. 322 1932 
Clark, John E. 2 eee 1948 
Claus, Arthur Pee 1919 
Clausen, Theodore W.... . 1948 


@oatesnC lyde, le tecns eee L920 


@okins» Georser A. gi: 1926 
Gale. Georges ieray 3 cu 1920 
(Goles= Ghiarles7A Weeeard.. es 1920 
@olie Roberts -saaties se coe 1915 
Coniortr, Edward |; 295. 3. 1921 
GontortieGcorvea ban.) wea: 1927 
Cotton. Kugene) Ron. 8. 4) ae 1941 
Wotton Walter ls wate a. 1920 
@riplean Orley Gime -2. 1913 
Cropp bruce Ma i. ye 1921 
GrossmAUSting | Oa ceus aan: 1919 
@ross~ Glarence’ Kegeeiis... ~. 1916 
G@urratteelarolcds |eqeyrce-s.c-ut 1908 
tice Ralplig De wee) oar 1916 
Guten, Leon’ Eanes acee Ye 1920 
Waka Ghristiane ei see. 1920 
WanikeoGiarles lepers. see 1917 
auble weal ® jecuwemme Ga 1917 
Daugherty, Harold G..... 1999 
Davis, William As. 2... 3 - 1910 
De vblarteArtnur. Lees. cw... 1956 
DMenemark, Emil pus. . 6); 1925 
DeueleCGlarencesRe 2). 2.e. 1910 
DolaweOttOuy aeeere. ce... 1923 
Dolly, Lewis W.2......:. 1920 
Woornbosch, Peter |s22 2 1917 
DDrisk UL WROVs Polar) - eee. 1953 
reen; Limi) OS oa = 414% 1926 
Muncan, Clifford, | 78-2. = 1949 
Dwyer, William T....... 1929 
Hpernard tO Since wars)... 1914 
Fachstacdt,, John) |) see. - 1928 
Pididee; Marolds Ly = 2-7: 1923 
Felsina Leonards. wists fs 1922 
Bimett, Gnarles ¢.-.24ies). 1924 
nel baGarlelet Hemeee cee 1924 
nels GaroldKasW anew) 3 1927 
Englerth, Anton S........ 1921 
iEricksons RoberteMl: 3 2rs sags 1946 


Pansteliucoavyy sagem me a 
Etchason® Murlin® Elie ee 
Etten,,Hredtia3 7 aie 
Fairbrother, Hentye ls sae. 
Fairweather, W. Lindsay. . . 
Benn Robert [5 eae 2) ee 
Berouson, DUN Cale meee 
Er OUsOIl a) Ales) Bans -men 
Hicldings lewis |: aan ae 
Binks hdGarg \ ome. ee een ee 
Hischer Oars Regen age 
Hischer  Eleriia tim) = aop-snee 
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Public Installation of Officers of Cleveland Lodge for the year 1950 


What is a Lodge? 


Have you ever tried to define for yourselves what a Lodge really is? Is it 
the building with its furniture and its emblems? These are the inanimate 
things. They are useful, of course—in fact, essential—to the working of a 
Lodge, but they are not the Lodge itself. Is it the body of Officers and Breth- 
ren engaged in the working? No, for these are transitory, they change from 
year to year. What then, finally, is a Lodge? It is not a mere abstraction, for 
it is real. It is an organism—a thing of Life. It has a vital principle acting in 
it, producing new growths and rejecting those which have withered. It is a 
thing of renewal and decay. These comprise Life itself. They are inseparable 
—dependent one on the other. The lower leaves of the punga fall away and 
new ones unfold themselves above them. The old Masters and Officers pass 
out; the new ones take their place. These rooms are full of associations. One 
can almost see the ghosts of old members flitting about them—grave and gay 
—wise counsellors and merry entertainers. These give the character, the in- 
dividuality, to the Lodge. Every one of you Brethren, is proud of your own 
Lodge. She has given you much. She has given you fellowship, sympathy, 
perhaps financial aid. It is up to you to be loyal to her. Make her still 
stronger, still more beautiful. Every word and every action of yours is being 
incorporated into her Life. If all the Lodges held a high ideal of Free- 
masonry, the whole Craft would grow not only in numbers and wealth but 
in spiritual vigor and would become what it is fast growing to be—the most 
powerful and beneficent institution in the world. 
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